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SPIRITS

1. FROST

Dedicated to Professor Shigeo Neriki for his dedication as an educator and his guidance for me this year, always 

inspiring me to become a better musician.

Premiered on March 5, 2013 by Shigeo Neriki in Recital Hall, Jacobs School of Music, Bloomington, Indiana. 	  

Program Notes:

初六：履霜，堅冰至。︒

"At the initial yin, treading frost, knowing that solid ice is coming."

"Frost" is inspired by the phrase above from I Ching (易經), the Book of Changes. As one of the oldest Chinese 

classic texts, its origins trace back to the 2rd millennium BCE. The book originated as a divination system but was 

later developed into a system of philosophy that is central to the Chinese culture. Ideas that are central to the book are 

the equilibrium of the opposites and the inevitability of change. Central to the music is the transformation of 

symbolism from frost to ice, which represents the increasing influence of the yin force, yielding but strong, and the 

diminishing influence of the yang force. The motions and aesthetics of Chinese calligraphy inspired the various details 

in phrasing, dynamics, articulations, and colors from the piano.    

Duration: ca. 5 min.



SPIRITS

2. RAIN

Premiered on February 4, 2014 by Chen Yihan in Auer Hall, Jacobs School of Music, Bloomington, Indiana.  

Program Notes:

斑騅只繫垂楊岸，何處西南任好風。︒

"...

Perhaps, there he is,

tethering his horse 

to a waterside willow;

Where is that southwest wind,

taking me to him?"

                Li Shangyin  (813-858)"

"Rain", finished in China during the summer of 2013, is a paraphrase of "Misty Songs" for flute and guitar, which I 

completed earlier in spring under the guidance of Dr. Baker. The poem above by Li Shangyin can be seen as a starting 

point or inspiration for the piece, rather than a strict narrative that underlies the development of the music. The titles of 

the two sections - "Waiting for the Wind" and "Chasing the Sound" - are no more than abstract ideas that I had during 

their composition. 

Duration: ca. 10 min.



Performance Notes:

1)    Accidentals apply only to the notes they precede except in case(s) of immediate repetition of pitch.

2)    Metronome markings are approximate and can and in many instances should be varied. 

3)    Pedal markings are for reference only. The use of pedal is expected when there no pedal markings present. 

4)    Alignment is mandatory when dotted lines or bar lines (solid or dotted) are present. 

5)    Grace notes are to performed before the beat.

Fermata symbols:

Special pedal markings:

                                    Change Pedal Halfway

                                    Flutter Pedal

      min.	  Ped.              Minimal Pedal: With very little pedal but never dry

Other symbols: 

¨
U
Ä

                Short

                 Normal

                 Long    

Chord: Notes inside the vertical bracket are to be played at the same time. 

Independent Material: Material inside the box is rhythmically independent from the rest of the music. 
Purposeful alignment is to be avoided.

Proportional Notation: Hold the given pitch for the duration indicated by the beam. Notes are to be 
played either proportionally to the duration indicated or to notes that have an indicated tempo. They 
are only approximations and do not need to be exact. 

Repetition: Repeat content inside the box in its exact form until the end of the wavy lines. 

Undefined Repetition: The exact number of times the note is repeated is unimportant.

Tremolo: A rapid alternation of notes beginning on the lowest pitch to the highest pitch. (e.g. two 
notes under the tremolo sign are to be performed as a trill; three notes are to be performed as a repeated 
broken chord.) It should last until the end of the duration indicated. 

Inverted Tremolo: Same as tremolo but beginning on the highest pitch to the lowest pitch.
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