
Accenti Queruli 
Giovanni Felice Sances  

(1600-1679)
arranged by MM Steer, 2015

for

 2 Flutes 
Oboe 

Clarinet Bb 
Bassoon 
2 Violins 

Cello 
Bass

Sances (also Sanchez) was a primarily a singer. After studying in Rome, and an operatic 
debut at 14—presumably as a treble—his career took him to Bologna, Venice, and finally 
Vienna, where in 1669 he succeeded to the post of Imperial Kapellmeister.

A rough translation of the anonymous words is
In plaintive accents caught by the breeze I lament to the chattering birds. With deep sighs from an 

enflamed heart I send upon the wind my groans, my faltering breath, my tears to plead my anguish 
to Lydia. Tell her I’m near death and wracked with pain. 

Perhaps she who has become deaf to my lamentations will soften and send a comforting word to 
revive me. No longer so proud, she will say “Tho you’re unworthy of help, the bold in love deserve 
comfort, and so I restore to life one whose heartless glance and angelic beauty ravished my soul and 
inspired  a passion, which tore aside my veil and stole my honour. O passion, O torn veil of honour!”

Thus will the hussy speak. You, my sighs, should reply: “Lydia, shut up already and everyone will 
think you’re still a virgin, for in our tryst there was no one present but you, me and Love.”

A performance of this arrangement is at https://vimeo.com/139268307

Michael Maxwell Steer 
Tisbury Wiltshire UK
http://msteer.co.uk/
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