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MADONNA

BY CHARLES COLEMAN STODDARD

The same rich hair is yours, the sweet, deep eyes
That meet us in old frescoes, where are wrought
The prayers of the old masters as they sought

To paint Christ’s mother. And that look defies

The world and time—bright as the morning skies
With love and trust; as listening you had caught
Their glory from them, or some holy thought

Or whispered promise out of Paradise.

Press that wee, sleeping bit of humankind
Close to your breast, and sit here at my feet.

I see—no, Raphael, Guido were not blind I—
"Twas such as you at twilight came to greet

Their tired footsteps at the door, that taught their art

To weave its sainted spell about the heart.
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