
124 THE BRITISH MINSTREL; AND

MUSICAL FLOURISHING.
Felici Giardini, the very distinguished violin

performer, who resided in England during a great
part of the latter half of the last century, was when
a young man, one of the ripienoa in the opera
orchestra at Naples. Elated with the praise his
rising talents excited, he became too fond of flour-

ishing and displaying his powers of execution. One
night Jomelli,thegreatoperatic composer at Naples,
on coming into the orchestra, happened to seat him-
self beside Giardini, who, ambitious of letting the
maestro di capella know what he could do, began
in the symphony of a tender and pathetic air, to

give a loose to his fingers and his fancy, when Jo-
melli immediately rewarded him with a violent slap

on the face. Giardini assured Dr. Burnej that this

was the best lesson he ever received during his life-

time.

THE CHARMS OF MUSIC.

'Tis thine,sweet power, to raise the thought sublime,
Quell each rude passion, and the heart refine.

Soft are thy strains as Gabriel's gentlest string,

Mild as the breathing zephyrs of the spring.

Thy pleasing influence, thrilling through the breast^

Can lull e'en raging anguish into rest.

And oft thy wildly sweet enchanting lay.

To fancy's magic heaven steals the rapt thought
away. Columbian Magazine, 1793.
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