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DRAMATIS PERSONZE.

RoserTo (Duce di Normandia) ... oo Tenore.
BerTrRAMO (Suo Amico) .- . . Basso.
Rawmsarpo (Contadino Normanno) oar ees  Tenore.
AvserTI (Cavaliere) . cer ee Basso.
ARALDO ese  Tenore.
Ux Mowaco Basso.
IsaBrrna (Pri mmpessa di Szmha) . Soprano.
Arice (Contadina Normannda)... .. e Soprano.
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EvreNa (Abbadessa) .. ves e Mima.
CavaLigrr ... oo .o Tenori e Bassi.
Coro.

MowacHE ... s e s e oes Danzatrici.

AN N

RosBERT, Duke of Normandy, is supposed to be the son of the Princess Bertha and of
a fiend who married her in human shape. Hence he has derived the name Robert the Devil,
which he has afterwards fully justified by a series of reckless actions, causing his subjects
to expel him from his duchy. Coming to Palermo to take part in a tournament, -where
the hand of ISABELLA, Princess of Sicily, is offered as the prize of victory, he attracts the
attention of the assembled Knights by the splendour of his equipage, but soon loses all his
possessions, including even his horses and z;rmour, by gaming, his worst propensities
being always encouraged by BErRTRAM, a Knight, who follows him as a friend, and is in
reality his fiend-father. ALICE, a peasant girl, Robert’s foster-sister, arriving at Palermo
with a message from his deceased mother, reconciles him to the Princess, whom he has
offended, and who now provides him with new armour. However, when the tournament
takes place he is absent, Bertram having decoyed him away by means of a phantom in the
likeness of his rival, the Prince of Granada. All is now apparently lost, and Robert easily
yields to the solicitation of Bertram, who persuades him to enter a ruined Convent and
pluck a magic bough, which will give him resistless power. The spectres of the nuns,
whose sins during life deprived the Convent of its sanctity, assuming the form of beautiful
nymphs, assist the tempter. The bough secured, Robert enters the apartments of the
Princess, and, putting her attendants into a charmed sleep, attempts to carry her off by
force. So earnest are her entreaties that he destroys his talisman, and can only find safety
in flight. The contest between good and evil reaches its height, when Bertram implores
Robert to sign a contract, by which he will be bound to him for ever, and Alice produces a
letter from his deceased mother warning him against the fiend. Robert adopts the better
course, and ultimately marries the Princess, while Bertram, defeated, vanishes from the
earth



PRELUDIO:

Andante maestoso.
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poco a poco cresc.
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; ATTO PRIMO.
No. 1, INTRODUZIONIL.

Atlegro baccanale.
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