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MARK ALBURGER 
 
SAN TIMOTEO CAN[YON]TATA, Op. 33 (April 15, 1988) 

For Chorus, SATB Soli, and Orchestra  
After the Letters of St. Paul to Timothy 
 Book I 
  No. 1.  Chorus "Immortal, Invisible" 
  No. 2.  Recitative / Rap "Adam" 
  No. 3.  Duet "They Must Hold the Mystery" (Music for Three Deacons) 
  No. 4.  Chorale "The Spirit Expressly" 
  No. 5.  Duet "Use a Little Wine" 
  No. 6.  Chorale "The Yoke of Slavery" (To All Life) 
 Book II 
  No. 1.  Chorus "As I Remember Your Tears" (Beneath the Cross) 
  No. 2.  Duet "If We Have Died" 
  No. 3.  Chorale "Last Days" 
  No. 4.  Chorale "Being Sacrificed" 
 

A dear friend once remarked that Southern California's San Timoteo Canyon would be a good 
place in which to commit suicide.  This set the mood for settings of passages from the First and 
Second Epistles of Paul to Timothy -- meditations on the divine and mundane, preached 
respectively over J.S. Bach's Cantatas No. 140 ("Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme") and 80 ("Ein 
Feste Burg ist Unser Gott"), with anachronistic sermon substitutions of two 19th-century hymns: 
the Welsh St. Denio (1839) associated with Immortal, Invisible (Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824-
1908), and Frederick C. Maker's St. Christopher (1881, a.k.a. Beneath the Cross of Jesus, 
Elizabeth C. Clephane, 1830-1869).  Other expository diversions include evocations of 1950's rock 
and roll, beguine, rap, minimalism, 12-tone tonality, soft-shoe, George Gershwin's Porgy and 
Bess, synthetic scales, and Martin Luther. 
 
Dynamics, save Music for Three Deacons, are ad libitum throughout, reflecting Bach's notation. 
 
 
Scoring 
 
Flute / Soprano Sax 
Oboe / Alto Sax 
Clarinet / Tenor Sax 
Bassoon / Baritone Sax 
Trumpet 
Horn 
Trombone 
Tuba 
Electric Guitar 
Harp 
Piano / Harpsichord / Organ (Electric / Pipe) 
Strings 
Electric Bass 
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Allegro moderato  q = 150 
%
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San Timoteo Can[yon]tata
Mark Alburger
Op. 33 (1988)

Book I
No. 1.  Chorus "Immortal, Invisible"

880415
Copyright © 1988 by New Music.

Copyright for all countries.  All rights reserved. Printed in U.S.A.

Vocal Score
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No. 2.  Recitative / Rap "Adam"
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No. 3.  Duet "They Must Hold the Mystery"
(Music for Three Deacons)

They must hold the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience.(spoken: 2x)
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(spoken: 2x) And let them also be tsted, then, if they prove themselves blameless, let them serve as deacons.
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For those who serve well as deacons gain good standing for themselves and also great confidence in the faith in Christ Jesus.(spoken: 2x)

(1x only)

2x
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No. 4.  Chorale "The Spirit Expressly"

V I, 3
V2
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No. 5.  Duet "Use a Little Wine"
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No. 6.  Chorale "The Yoke of Slavery"
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Book II
No. 1.  Chorus "As I Remember Your Tears"
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No. 2.  Duet "If We Have Died"
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No. 3.  Chorale "Last Days"
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No. 4.  Chorale "Being Sacrificed"
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