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1)
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Performance Notes

Notation enclosed in a box indicates that the notated passage is performed inside the piano.

Notes on pronouncing Japanese:

Japanese is a syllabic language. With one exception, not represented in this piece, each syllable ends
with an open vowel. The Japanese text underlay appears both in romanized spellings and with
Japanese syllabic characters called hiragana.

Japanese has only 5 vowel sounds. A knowledge of Spanish or Italian greatly helps in their
pronunciation, because Japanese vowels correspond with them quite closely.

“a” ="ah” as in “about” (English) or “cuatro” (Spanish)

“1” =*ee” as in “-ing” (English) or “cinco” (Spanish)

“u” =“00” as in “spoon” (English) or “uno” (Spanish)

“e” =*“eh” as in “fed” (English) or “tres” (Spanish)

“0” =“oh” as in “hope” (English) or “ocho” (Spanish)

Japanese has long vowel and short vowel sounds. However, since the Japanese texts in this piece
contain only short vowels, those spelling variants are omitted here.

9% el 9 ¢ 99 ¢

The “r” consonant, which always appears as “ra,” “ri,” “ru,” “re,” or “ro,” is actually a soft
combination of “r” and “1” in English. The lips form as with an “r” consonant, but the tongue lightly
touches the palette at the same time, adding a slight quality of “1”.

The “f” in “fu” should be very soft. In Japanese, “f” is a variant of “h,” and it only appears as “fu”.

The “w” in “wo” is omitted more often than not, although it can be more pronounced when singing. In
the text underlay here it is parenthesized as “(w)o”. The “w” sound should be pronounced at most only
softly for this syllable. (“Wa,” on the other hand, has a normal “w” sound.)

© 2007 by Great River Music All rights of performance, recording,

1794 Carr Avenue, Memphis, TN 38104 transcription, and adaptation are reserved.



Japanese Translations

Insofar as is possible for a language that tends to have opposite word order than English, these translations
match the original in meaning line-by-line. Both tanka are from the Manydsh, a collection of poems dating
from around the mid-8th century.

No. 3430
Shida no ura wo plying Shida bay,
asa kogu fune wa those early morning rowboats
yoshi nashi ni may have no reason
kogu rame ka mo yo for their to-and-froing, or
yoshi kosaru rame perhaps they do have reason
No. 2538
hitori nu to sleeping alone
komo kuchime ya mo hardly wears away my mat—
ayamushiro this twill-patterned straw,
o ni naru made ni even though it turn to sticks,

kimi wo shimatamu that long will I wait for you
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Her Sharp Knife

Carol Purington

M/
SIS
< b=
~
MI
~ | & i |
ST &
M T n
S
X 11 $—
fn D]
g |8 =
MI
P ~t
DR bR
<1 < xnug
A L
' =
)
_&
o ~l
On bR
“ alili
o PR
| L H
d <
- &
— N
-
®
1] A
)
N
W \ (
Rt
.E > A~
[3)
s o o o
N N @
————

Voice

Piano

¥
quick

»
knife

-

Her sharp

0
“ !
c: S g
~t
I I
MI
qumJ

2
e

[ fan
AN

m

/]

.
.
4

/]

v )
I
! 1AL
- %ﬁ
[N
= ‘
il L e
N a N TTermeA
»
[ a0
B & \ -VV> AHHW>
-
ow e o
A
ﬁ v um AH
(
| | % N
I =
YL N
.7 _1 x ;AHw‘lﬁJ>
| Wl
»
; m, [ Y lldJCJ
A S ) TrHerm)
»
L [ Y 1)
>r Ei v> Vi J>
a B.X
N X o
— N

GRM-1026



a~

> —

“ \
i W A v
™
Tl
sl
7 (W f
S
5 | WA *
z i3 N
7 N
Aﬂ cm _% K S v
A )|
= W
s "
3
® : |l
i
SN
(=) (1))
S G G
B — S —

17

\ vf
1\I|H‘ m ...\.‘vv
2 | N
il
o)
il
|l M o
0 A
MR
o““q_ o,wnu\‘v/ \o
Al Iylli\ f
-An# —fe
| Wy
TR
N\

/—\

fﬂA/\ =

m

22

tale

-y

fair

the
ot

a - gainst

-

L]

'.'H'

[Y]

i
ot
hl

A
&)
d

o)

27

gL (h

4

(8>
<D
oJ

tale

y

fair

a-gainst the

joul

© )b

= ) (D]

GRM-1026



IV.

man yo shi

)7 5L No. 3430
(“Collection of Ten-Thousand Leaves,” No. 3430,

Anonymous

Spacious and ironic (#=108)

c. 8th Century)
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the upper octave strings of the piano, maintaining a constant distance to the
dampers. Leave it in place throughout this song.
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