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*) Author's Note: If the composition of the orchestra is sufficient then this passage may be played by 8 cellos and 4 violas, with two to each voice.
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NOTES AND COMMENTARY 
 

The principle sources consulted for the present edition are 

 

Autograph score [A] 1812. Торжественная увертюра для большого оркестра. Сочинил по случаю 

освящения храма Спасителя [1812. Festival overture for large orchestra. 

Composed for the occasion of the dedication of the Church of the Saviour]. (i), 

51 pages. Dated at the end: Каменка, 7-го Ноября 1880 г. [Kamenka, 7th 

November 1880]. Preserved in the M. I. Glinka Museum of Musical Culture, 

Moscow (fond 88, No. 68). 

 

First edition [E] 1812. Торжественная увертюра для большого оркестра. Сочинение по случаю 

освящения храма Спасителя. П. Чайковского, op. 49 [1812. Festival overture for 

large orchestra. Composition for the occasion of the dedication of the Church of 

the Saviour. P. Tchaikovsky, Op. 49]. Moscow: P. Jurgenson, 1882. 75 pages. 

Plate No. 4592. 

 

Critical Edition [CE]  «1812 год, соч. 49» [The Year 1812, Op. 49]. In: Сочинения для оркестра: 

Партитуры. Том подгот. А. А. Николаевым. Москва: Гос. муз. издат., 1961 

[Works for orchestra: Full scores. Volume prepared by A. A. Nikolaev. 

Moscow: State Music Publishers, 1961], pages 99-186, 235-238 / П. Чайковский: 

Полное собрание сочинений, том 25 [P. Tchaikovsky: Complete collected works, 

vol. 25]. 

 

Unless otherwise noted, the first edition has generally been followed. In the conventions used below, C4 

represents “middle C”, with C5 being one octave above, and Bb3 a semitone below middle C. 

 

Bar Instrument Note     Comment 
 
1-16 Vla, Vc.   fragment from the traditional Russian hymn  Спаси, Господи, люди  

    твоя [Lord protect thy people]. 
79 Ob. I, II   marked “Staccato” in A. 
93 Vln I 1  mf as E, CE, but  f in A. 
123-127  Crnt I, II   fragment from the French national anthem Le marseilleise, representing  

     Napoleon’s forces. 

16 Tempo   “L’istesso tempo” as A, CE, but omitted in E. 

165-194    this music was originally written for the duet between Mariia Vlasevna  

    and Olena in Act II of the opera The Voevoda (1867-68). 

192-194 Ob. I   as E, CE, but in unison with Ob. II throughout in A. 

207 Tempo   see note to bar 163. 

207-214    fragment from the folk tune У ворот, ворот [By the gates], which had 

    previously been arranged for piano duet by Tchaikovsky, as No. 48 of  

    Fifty Russian Folk-Songs (1868-69). 

216 Cl. I 1  pp  as E, CE, but p in A. 

278 Ob. I, II   as E, CE, but A has whole notes held for the entire bar. 

279-290    see note to bars 165-194. 

286, 289 C.A. 1  Bb4 (written F4) as E, CE, but G4 (written D4) in A. 

291 Hn IV 2  D3 (written A3) as E, CE, but F3 (written C3) in A. 

299-302     see note to bars 207-214. 

359-376    see note to bars 1-16. 

388-394     fragment from the Russian national anthem Боже, Царья хрании [God 

     save the Tsar] by A. F. L´vov, replaced by other music in CE. 

415 Vln I 1  C4 - G4 chord as E, CE, but G3 - G4 in A. 
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