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The natural horn for which the composer wrote the Quartet is a copy of a hand horn from

circa 1800. It has a smaller bell and a smaller bore than modern instruments do. This gives it a
sweeter and quieter tone. Although a historic horn is preferable to a modern one for the piece,
one may perform it on a modern instrument. The following notation conventions apply.

If the horn is not specifically marked stopped or muted, the valve horn player should play
normally. The natural horn player should play using normal hand positions for the different
chromatic tones and minimizing the timbral differences.

If the horn is marked stopped, the valve horn player should play stopped. The natural horn
player should play stopped and strive for as much of a stopped timbre as the horn permits.

If the horn is marked muted, players of either type place a mute in the bell. Natural horn
players may have difficulty tuning some notes with a mute in, and in bars 421-2 the score
accommodates this with quartertone marks. The valve horn player may elect not to play the
quartertones.

Natural horn players employ considerable dynamic restraint in performances of the older
music that called for natural horn. This is less of a consideration in the Quartet. It has three
modern string instruments playing a full dynamic range from ppp to fff. The natural horn is
already a quieter instrument than its modern counterpart, so the player must be prepared to
adjust.

© 1992 by Great River Music All rights of performance, recording,

1794 Carr Avenue, Memphis, TN 38104 transcription, and adaptation are reserved.
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