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Notes:

Christoph Graupner (1683-1760) wrote over fourte@ndred sacred cantatas from 1709
to 1753. Over 1300 chorale settings can be fourntdese works. Close to 1100 of these
are four part (SATB) settings with instrumental@opaniments. Over 160 are set for
three voices and approximately 50 are for soloev@not surprisingly from Graupner’s
solo cantatas).

However, of the 1300+ chorales, only fifteen omase set for two singers. Some of these
simply double the voices, effectively turning therto solo chorales, but a few are true
duets appearing in cantatas that use two soloists.

Graupner’s cantat&/arum lasst du uns Herr irre(GWV 1144/21), written in 1721, is
unique in that it contain two chorale duets. Thactire of this cantata is:

* Dictum (Soprano)

» Chorale Duet(Soprano & Tenor - though only one vocalist siaga time)
» Avria (Soprano)

* Recitative (Soprano)

* Avria (Tenor)

* Recitative (Tenor)

* Chorale Duet(Soprano & Tenor)

After the short opening dictum (included here fug sake of continuity), the first chorale
shows Graupner’s experimental side as he credtisudle chorale” alternating sections
of the first verse oGute Hirte willst du nichfor the soprano (primarily in the key F
major) with sections of the sixth versezbn klagt mit Angst und Schmerzen (Du bist
mir stets vor den augefr the tenor (primarily in the key of B flat majaret to arguably
Graupner’s favorite hymn tun€reu dich sehr, o meine SeglEven more startling is
that Graupner alternates meters between the clqthkefirst chorale being in 4/4 and
the later in 3/4). There are no real transitionse ©horale section simply moves right
into the next. This is truly a remarkable moventéat to the ear sounds like it pays
homage to elements from the late Renaissance camatnits alternating meters and
sectional components. This motion gives the chaatere transitional feeling than
usual.

The closing chorale is a true duet, alternatingpés of the eighth verseddsus nimmt
die Sunder anvith instrumental interludes in the strings. Tisi®ne of less than 30
Graupner chorales written in a 3/2 meter. As pau@ner’s usual chorale style, the
voices move in “lock-step” to the same rhythmictgat without embellishment. In this
case the strings provide a very simple accomparithahis indicative of Graupner’s
earlier chorale style.

Every Graupner chorale is a hidden gem, uniqueirient and they deserve to be much
more widely known and played.

Richard Kram, June 2013



Warum lisst du uns Herr irren

Gute Hirte willst du nicht / Du bist mir stets vor den augen
"Gute Hirte willst du nicht", Verse 1/ "Zion klagt mit Angst und Schmerzen", Verse 6

"Warum lasst du uns Herr irren", GWV 1144-21
(Opening Dictum & Double Chorale)
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(Ending Chorale)

Jesus nimmt die Stinder an", Verse 8
"Warum lasst du uns Herr irren", GWV 1144-21
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