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Texts by Emily Dickinson
1 2 3

I Years had been from Home
And now before the Door

I dared not enter, lest a Face
I never saw before

Surgeons must be very careful
When they take the knife!
Underneath their fine incisions
Stirs the Culprit — Life!

The Drop, that wrestles in the Sea —
Forgets her own locality —
As I —toward Thee —

She knows herself an incense small —
Yet small — she sighs — if All —is All —
How larger — be?

Stare stolid into mine

And ask my Business there —
“My Business but a Life I left
Was such remaining there?” The Ocean — smiles — at her Conceit —
But she, forgetting Amphitrite —

I leaned upon the Awe — Pleads — “Me”?

I lingered with Before —

The Second like an Ocean rolled

And broke against my ear —

I laughed a crumbling Laugh
That I could fear a Door

Who Consternation compassed
And never winced before.

I fitted to the Latch

My Hand, with trembling care

Lest back the awful Door should spring
And leave me in the Floor —

Then moved my Fingers off

As cautiously as Glass

And held my ears, and like a Thief
Fled gasping from the House —

4 5 6

A little Snow was here and there
Disseminated in her Hair —

Since she and I had met and played
Decade had gathered to Decade —

I should not dare to leave my friend,
Because — because if he should die
While I was gone — and I — too late —
Should reach the Heart that wanted me —

I’m Nobody! Who are you?

Are you — Nobody — Too?

Then there’s a pair of us?

Don’t tell! they’d advertise — you know!

But Time had added not obtained
Impregnable the Rose

For summer too indelible

Too obdurate for Snows —

How dreary — to be — Somebody!

How public — like a Frog —

To tell one’s name — the livelong June —
To an admiring Bog!

If I should disappoint the eyes

That hunted — hunted so — to see —

And could not bear to shut until

They “noticed” me — they noticed me —

If I should stab the patient faith

So sure I'd come — so sure I'd come —

It listening — listening — went to sleep —
Telling my tardy name —

My Heart would wish it broke before —
Since breaking then — since breaking then
Were useless as next morning’s sun —
Where midnight frosts — had lain!
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