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MELODIES OF WALES.

In thety musical performances they vendey the music uniformly as elsewhere,
but in a varied manner with many modes and measures, so that in a company of
singers, such as you will find among this people, the number of various strains and
separate voices which you will hear will equal the number of people you see, all
agreeing at last with ovganic melody in one haymony under the sweet influence
of B flat. GIRALDUS CAMBRENSIS, IIgI.

INTRODUCTION.

HERE are many and weighty considerations which make the publication of a
new collection of Welsh Airs an urgent necessity. There is first a wide-spread
feeling that many of those already published have never had justice done to them by
the lyrics with which they have been mated. In some cases these are good in
themselves, but not in harmony with the spirit of the airs; in others the metre is an
unsuitable one, either necessitating a mutilation of the musical cadence to suit the
verse, or encouraging excessive slurring, which, in lively vigorous music, acts as a drag
upon the movement of the melody. This explains why the familiar verses to ¢ Hela'r
"Sgyfarnog ” (“ Hunting the Hare”) and ““ Croesaw Gwraig y Ty” (“‘ Lady Gwenny )
have been discarded. Even in cases where words are good and metre correct, it often
happerns that the literary contradicts the musical accent, or the words are ungrateful
and unvocal to the singer. In other cases the cause of complaint lies deeper than
this. Too many airs are wedded to words which are pointless and uninteresting, or
in other ways quite unworthy of them. An attempt will be made in this collection to
remedy these defects, and several of the foremost of Welsh poets, including Professor
Morris Jones and the Rev. Elvet Lewis, have promised their lyrical assistance and
literary criticism.

In this number the new Welsh lyrics have been written by Llew Tegid and
Mr. Robert Bryan. For the English lyrics we have been so fortunate as to secure the
invaluable collaboration of Mr. Alfred Perceval Graves, whose work in reviving the
popular airs of Ireland, in conjunction with Sir Charles Stanford and Dr. Charles
Wood is so well known, and who of late has done so much to advance the Welsh
Folk-song movement.

But, besides the melodies referred to above, there is a very large number of
published airs which are at present unassociated with any or with suitable words.
Some of these, set to new words, will be included in each number, and in the cases
where there are many variants of the same air, every possible effort will be made to
secure the best and least corrupt form.

A close study of Welsh national music reveals the fact that the greater portion of
the store of folk-song proper belonging to the nation has hitherto been neglected. It is
true that much of it is of little value to the musician, though it may be deeply interesting
to the ethnologist ; there are, however, beautiful airs still waiting to be collected and
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(i) .
published. Two examples of such are included in this number, “Y Gwecw Fach”
(““ Cuckoo, dear ), and ““ Tra bo Dau” (“ Wherever hearts are true ). At the recent
Caernarvon Eisteddfod the reading of papers on this subject by Mr. A. Perceval Graves
and Principal Reichel resulted in the formation of a Welsh Folk-song Society, some-
what on the lines of the useful and flourishing Folk-song Society. It is expected that
this movement will bring to light many interesting examples of true folk-song, and at
the same time draw attention to this most important element of national musical
culture. The Editors have already in their possession much unpublished material
of this type for future use.

With regard to the musical settings, modern harmonies will be avoided, but in
view of the Welsh partiality for part music, and of the fact that the Penillion Singers
have, from an early period, been familiar with an independent, and even florid harp
accompaniment, the Editors see no necessity for confining the accompaniments to
mere supporting chords.

THE CHARACTERISTICS OF WELSH NATIONAL TUsIC.

The Welsh melodies fall naturally into two distinct classes. The first and best
known are those which were originally played upon the harp, or were directly inspired
and influenced by that instrument.

These are characterized by a chordal structure, whole phrases being formed of the
notes of the tonic, dominant and sub-dominant chords; by scale passages, by certain
melodic figures ecasily played upon the harp, and by a well-marked rhythm. In
consequence of the distinctly major or minor character of their scales, and the
occurrence of occasional chromatic notes, many of these airs have a very modern ring
about them. The early invention of the triple harp is a sufficient explanation of this
circumstance. The two outer rows of strings supplied a complete and extended
diatonic scale for each hand, while the middle row furnished the sharps and flats and
greatly extended the resources of the instrument; the new harp in its turn left its
impress upon the melodies produced under its influence. As good and well-known
examples of this class of tune may be mentioned “Hela'r ’Sgyfarnog” (““Hunting the
Hare”), “Codiad yr Hedydd” (““The Rising of the Lark™), and “Llwyn On” (“The
Ash Grove”).

All the earliest collections of Welsh airs were made by harpists, ard naturally
their selections were confined to such melodies as suited the genius of the harp. As
the highest form of their art consisted in composing and playing endless variations on
the airs, we find that the melodies have been so overlaid and interwoven with graces
and ornaments that it is often difficult to disentangle the air itself from these elabora-
tions. Many of these tunes were not intended for the voice and they are evidently un-
suited for vocal treatment. Other harp tunes were habitually used for the rendering of
penillion, according to the peculiarly Welsh mode of singing in which the air was not
sung by the voice but played on the harp while the singer sang a simple counterpoint
to it, only rarely doubling the air, and then chiefly in cadential passages. Any metre
could be sung to the melody, the singer was not permitted to start with the beginning
of the air, but it was essential that he should complete the verse with the last note of
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the tune. No penillion singer was regarded as really competent unless he could sing
in triple time against duple time in the melody. The wide prevalence of this mode of
singing, especially during the 17th and 18th centuries enables us to understand why the
Welsh-take so kindly to part singing and to an independent accompaniment in their
songs. A certain number of the penillion tunes may either be sungin the ordinary
way or played for penillion accompaniment, but there are others of them that are
utterly unsuited for the voice, and the attempts that have been made to utilize them
for this purpose have naturally not been conspicuous successes.

A less widely known class of melodies comprises those that have sprung directly
from the hearts and voices of the people, inspired by their own moods and sentiments,
or by the lyrics they tried to sing, entirely uninfluenced by the technicalities of a
musical instrument. These may be termed “ Folk-songs” in a truer sense than airs
of the former class, which often first took form beneath the fingers of cultured musicians,
the best harpists of the country.

There is a widespread impression that Welsh melodies are always major or minor
in mode, and that unlike Irish and Scotch national songs there are very few examples
of ancient scales among them. This is a serious error due entirely to the fact already
mentioned that all the earliest collections were made by harpists, and that both they
and later musicians ignored the modal tunes, either because of the difficulty of harmo-
nizing them, or because their musical training rendered them unable to appreciate the
strange beauty of many of their cadences, and the quaint expressiveness that often
characterizes them. These airs are frequently irregular in structure, they generally
depend for their effect, not so much upon melodic forms and figures as upon the colouring
imparted to them by the predominance of certain notes, particularly the dominant, the
mediant, and the final of the mode. Though frequently rhythmic, they are often
impatient of the restraints of strict time. By far the most frequent of these modes is
the Dorian and its plagal form, and it is interesting to note that the so-called Hwyl,”
the Welsh Plain-Song or Gregorian Chant (never systematized, or reduced to writing,
however) is in precisely the same mode and has its cadences and tones identical with
those of many of the folk-songs of this class. The first collector to record any of these
tunes was Miss Jane Williams (1844). Several are also found in the Cambrian Minstrel
(J. Thomas, 1845) and others in the Nicholas Bennett collection (x896). In Miss
Williams’ collection nearly a fifth of the airs are clearly in the ancient modes, and yet
the wrong signatures prefixed to them show that the collector was under the impression
that they were some peculiar modification of the minor mode. It is interesting to
observe the attitude of the writers of musical “ settings”” towards these particular airs.
While such melodies as Y Deryn Pur,” “Y Gwenith Gwyn,” “ Clychau Aberdyfi ”
and others are included in most subsequent collections, the modal tunes are entirely
ignored. It is true that a large number have in the past been utilized as Hymn tunes,
but the hand of the cultured musician has been heavy upon them; their rhythms
have been changed to make them resemble the German chorale, and their most charac-
teristic and eloquent passages have been “improved” away to suit the exigencies of
harmony. As showing how deeply rooted the Dorian mode is in the heart of the people
it is interesting to note that examples are still arising spontaneously. Several such
instances have been sung during the recent Revival, but in all cases they have been
harmonized as if they were in the ordinary minor mode.
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It would be unwise to attempt a detailed description of all the peculiarities of
Welsh melodies within the limits of an introduction, but a few of the other more salient
characteristics may be pointed out.

Among the ancient modes, the next to the Dorian in frequency is the Mixolydian
and its plagal form, the final of which is represented by the fifth of the major key.
Of the ancient form of the minor scale there are several interesting examples. The
number was once much greater, but gradually the old minor #th was displaced by the
modern interval; in many cases this has entailed a distinct loss of expressiveness.
The occurrence of a flat 7th in the major scale is not infrequent, but a more striking
feature is the mixture of major and minor modes in the same melody, and particularly
the numerous cases where major tunes terminate abruptly in the minor key. Of
““recurring” tunes there are many, the most frequent being major, ending in the
supertonic, of which * St. David’s Day” in the present number is an example.

Some of the statements made by 18th century writers about certain of the old
scales are no longer applicable. For instance, Lewis Morris writing in 1738 refers
to the prevalence of tunes in the Lydian mode. Of these hardly any remain.
“Dadl Dau” (“ Bardic Relicks,” Edward Jones) is hardly true Lydian though it ends
on the fourth of the key. This is given by both D’Urfey and Chappell as an English
air (““Stingo,” or “Oil of Barley”); here, however, it is undoubtedly Mixolydian.
“Distyll y Don” with its one flat on E instead of on B is given as an example of a
prevalent type of Welsh scale, if so the airs have almost completely disappeared or
become modernized. Pentatonic scales are completely absent from the published
collections, yet it is not unlikely that they prevailed to some extent among the
peasantry. Many years ago I heard at Rhuddlan the air given in the Bennett
Collection, under the title “ Glandyfi,” sung by a very old man in a distinctly
pentatonic form.

The reiteration of the final note of a cadence which is such an interesting feature
of the so-called ““ narrative ” form of air in Irish music is also of frequent occurrence
in Welsh airs, but not to the same extent as in Irish melodies. There is a possibility,
which should be considered, that this is an indication of Irish influence. Another
characteristic of Irish song, the frequent insistence on the submediant, is much less
prevalent in Welsh melodies.

From a rhythmical point of view the most striking peculiarity is the frequency
of dissyllabic endings to lines and phrases, in which the final syllable is unaccented,
a feature obviously due to the Welsh rule of accentuating the last syllable but one
in the great majority of words. In the more modern of the folk-songs proper there
is an increasing tendency to shorten the accented note and to prolong the succeeding
unaccented syllable, thus tending to produce the effect of a syncopation, and in
extreme cases something like the Scotch *““snap.” The air ““Suo-gan” (‘‘ Lullaby )
in the present number is an example of this peculiarity.

In addition to the two distinct types of melody above described, there is a large
and increasing class of airs which partake of the harmonic structure and definite form
of the first, and of the pathos and sentiment of the second. It is interesting to
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observe that in spite of the echoes and reminiscences of modern music, the native
traits of melody still insist on appeaiing in those airs that are of spontaneous growth
in the country.

The closer intercourse between Wales and England makes the vexed question of
the origin of many of the airs more difficult to decide than even in the case of the
Scotch and Irish airs. ‘There is no doubt as to the English parentage of many supposed
Welsh airs; it is equally certain that some airs generally regarded as English travelled
from over the border. This is not to be wondered at when we consider that in the 17th
and 18th centuries many of the Welsh gentry took their harpists with them to London.
In this connection the following quotation from a letter of the poet Gray will be of
interest. The Parry here spoken of is Blind Parry of Ruabon, domestic harpist to
the first and second Baronets of Wynnstay, and author of the first published collection
of Welsh airs (1742). “ Mr. Parry has been here and scratched out such ravishing
blind harmony, such tunes of a thousand years old, with names enough to choke you,
as to have set all this learned body a-dancing, and inspired them with due respect for
‘My old bard,’” his countryman, whenever he shall appear.”

Because a number of supposed Welsh airs have been discovered in English
collections, some writers have made the sweeping statement that there are very few
airs of truly Welsh origin, but that most of them have been borrowed from the
English. This mode of reasoning is on the face of it illogical and unscientific. In
the absence of historical evidence to decide a question of this kind, nothing less will
serve than a critical study of the structure of the melodies in the light of a comparative
examination of those of neighbouring nationalities. Even when this is done it will be
discovered that there are a number of tunes whose home cannot be discovered, for in
some formor other they may be found in each of the constituent divisions of the
British Islands, and even in different counties of the same country, but that in each
locality they take on forms and cadences more or less characteristic of the district.
This is exemplified by the tune “ Betty the Mischief.”—See Note, page vi.

In the matter of names again there is a difficulty. It is well known that the
ballad singers of the first half of the 1gth century imported a large number of English
ballad tunes. The mere occurrence of an English title above an air in a Welsh
collection is, however, not @ 4iself a proof of its foreign origin. - All the earlier
collections were printed for English patrons, and we find that in some of them there
is a distinct preference given to translations of the Welsh names. An interesting and
well-authenticated case is that of “Y Gadlys.” D’Urfey set this to words commencing
“Of noble race was Shenkin,” with the result that Welsh writers of the 18th century
refer to it under that title, or merely call it ¢ Shenkin.” In this case there is no
question of its Welsh origin, for D’Urfey himself calls it ““ A fine Welsh harp tune.”
‘In cases of uncertainty, the absence of authentic information as to its actual source,
proofs of a long period of residence, or of a wide-spread diffusion in the principality,
and particularly the possession of Welsh characteristics, should be sufficient justifica-
tion for the inclusion of a melody in a Welsh collection, though there may be a
suspicion about its primal origin.

Any additional information respecting such cases would be welcomed by ths
Welsh editor.
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NOTES ON THE NEW AIRS IN THIS NUMBER."

“ Svo-GaN " (*‘ Lullaby ”). ‘

Obtained by Mr. Robert Bryan out of an old MS. book in the possession of Mr.
Orwig Williams. A slightly different form had already appeared in * Cambrian
Minstrelsie” (Vol. V1. p. 180).

“Y Gwcw FacaH” (““ Cuckoo, Dear”).

Heard by the Rev. R. Silyn Roberts in Chicago, and communicated by him to
Mr. Robert Bryan. The lady who sang it was born in the States, but had learnt the
melody and the first verse from her mother, a native of Merionethshire.

“ FFARWEL, MaAR1 ” (‘“‘ Farewell, Mari”).

Sung by my father after Ifan y Gorlan, an old harpist of the Conway Valley. A
variant may be seen in the Bennett Collection, p. 121, in which the last cadence is in
the modern minor.

“TrRA Bo DAU” (“ Wherever hearts are true”).

Welsh words and melody from the singing of my wife and her sister, Miss A. Jones
of Criccieth, who had learnt them from their father. Lines 5—8 of the first verse
have been added by Llew Tegid.

“ BETI LLANSAN’FFRAID” (“ Betty the Mischief ”’).

Popular in the early part of the 18th century,—there are several Welsh ballads of
that period which were sung to it, all of which have a refrain O, ra-ti-ti, etc. The
version here followed was sung by my father; another in the Bennett Collection
closely resembles it, but differs in the tune of the second part. The idea of the Welsh
words was suggested by a celebrated character described by Pennant, Marged Uch Ifan,
who lived near Llanberis about the end of the 18th century. What is evidently the
same tune but in a widely different form may be found in the English County Songs,
p. 132, under the name of John Appleby. This was collected in Kent and is described
as a hop-pickers’ song.

J. Li. W.

The design on the Cover, (the Welsh Dyagon,) by Miss Hartley, is printed by kind
permission of Messrs. J. Heywood, Limated, of M anchester.




Dydd Gwyl Dewi.

(ST. DAVID'S DAY)

‘Welsh words by CEIRIOG.

‘English words by HENRY DAVIES.

Animato.

Arranged by ARTHUR SOMERVELL.
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Clychau Aberdyfi.

(THE BELLS OF ABERDOVEY.)

Welsh words by CEIRIOG.
English words by A.P.Graves.

Non allegro.

Arranged by ARTHUR SOMERVELL,
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If to me as truethou art....

As  Iimtrue fo thee sweet heart,
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Tra Bo Dau.
(WHEREVER HEARTS ARE TRUE)

Welsh words Traditional. A ib
(Revised by LLEW TEGID.) rranged by
English words by A.P. Graves. . J. LLOYD WILLIAMS.
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Y Bore Glas.

(THE BLUEING OF THE

Welsh words Traditional.
English words by A.P.Graves.

Andante con moto.

15

DAY.)

Arranged by ARTHUR SOMERVELL.
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18 Yn Nyffryn Clwyd. -
(THE VALE OF CLWYD,) T

Welsh words by CEIRIOG. Arranged by ARTHUR SOMERVELL.
English words by A.P.Graves.
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" Mentra Gwen.

(VENTURE, GWEN.)

Welsh words by CEIRIOG.
English words by A.P. Graves.

Arranged by ARTHUR SOMERVELL.
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son, Wen _ af Wen, Wen - af Wen,
star, Brightest Guwen, whit_est Gwen!
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deu . luiawnsydd yn . ddo, Da di

hu - no, Hen men_tra, men . tra
late way,  Fear not to en_ter straight-way! On.ly  venture; wen . ture,
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maith, Wen . af Wen, Wen . af Wen,

Gwell i . ti dor_rith daith,. Wen _ af..
Fair . est Gwen, dear_ est Gwen! Than tempt the mountain

sidey..... Dear._est...
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Wen, Wel yn fymraichgan hyn.ny, Yr awn ganben.der _ fy_nu, Fod
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yn y cas_tell le.ty, Da di mentra, men. tra Gwen.
!
out the an_gry wea_then, Let us wven_ture, ven _ ture,Gwen! e,
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Fi  pi.aur cas_tell hwn, Wen - af Wen, Wen _ af Wen, Ti ell.i fywmi
What means this marshallll line? Whit...est Gwen, brightest Gwen!, These men-at-arms are
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Brightest Guwen! ThouQueen of Cro_gan Cas_tle, Yet I, its Lord,thy
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vas-sal! Now welcome to the wassail, Welcome,welcome, wel .. come,Gwen!
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Rhyfelgyrch gwyr Harlech.

(MEN OF HARLECH)

Welsh words by CEIRIOG.

A RTHU L
English words by A.P. Graves. rr.anged by A UR SOMERVELL

“Allegro con spirito.
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We _ legoel.certh wen yn fflam.io, A thaf_od _au tan yn bloedd.io,

A “Fiwce the bea _ con light is flam _ing, Wit]h its tonguesof  fire pro_claim_ing,
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A char.fam . iad  y march_og. ion,Craigar graig a gryn!

~ . Troop on troop, with head long sal_lies, Hur_tle to the fight.
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Hela'r 'Sgyfa rnolg.

(HUNTING THE HARE)

Welsh words by LLEW TEGID.
English words by A.P. Graves.

’

Arranged by ARTHUR SOMERVELL,
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Hun Gwenllian.

(GWENDOLEEN'S REPOSE)

Welsh words by CEIRIOG.
English words by A.P. Graves.

Arranged by ARTHUR SOMERVELL.
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,a Y Gwew Fach.
(CUCKOO DEAR.)

The first Welsh verse is ancient,
the other verses are by ROBERT BRYAN.
English words by A.P.Graves.
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Arranged by
ROBERT BRYAN,
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cross the Wn . ion! Fal de ral de 7100, doo re ri ti toh!
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Ryw_un wyl . ar dwr yn hel _i Ffal diral di rw,...dw ri rai tai to,
An Sad of cheer, O perch be _ hind him, Fal de ral de 7roo, doo re  ri ti itoh!
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Ffarwel Mari.

(FAREWELL, MARI)

Welsh words by LLEW TEGID. . Arranged by
English words by A.P. Graves. : J. LLOYD WILLIAMS,
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Cadair Idris. L
(JENNY. JONES)

Composed by JOEN PARRY.
Welsh words by CEIRIOG. X (BARDD ALAW. 1804) )
English words by A.P.Graves. Arranged by ARTHUR SOMERVELL.
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'Morfa Rhuddlan.
(THE MARSH OF RHUDDLAN)

Welsh words by IEUAN GLAN GEIRIONYDD.
English words by A.P. Graves.

Arranged
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by ARTHUR SOMERVELL.
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Beti Llansan’ffraid.
(BETTY THE MISCHIEF)

Welsh words by LLEW TEGID. Arranged by
English words by A.P.Graves. J.LLOYD WILLIAMS.
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swyn.o yr a.dar of coed, Hi ddawnsiai mor ys.gafn ar man._blu, A}
learnt at the we_ ry first look, But set all her school_fel_.lows fool_ing A .
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T r
do, ymbri.od _ odd or di_wedd, A Ieu.an ryw for . e dydd Llun, Y
soon not a lass could approach her At simg_ing or chanting the prayers, Al -
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(LULLABY)
Welsh words by ROBERT BRYAN. 4 T BRYAN
English words by A.P.Graves. Arranged by ROBERT BR ’
Andante dolcissimo.
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Gwen . un dirion yn dy Thun? Ai ang .yl _ion
, T the- cradling of the breeze; But the blos_som
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Extra verses.
Start mot! ’tis the ivy only

Paid ag ofni, dim ond deilen
Gura, gura ar y ddor,
Paid ag ofni, ton fach unig
Sua, sua ar lan y mor;
Huna blentyn, nid ees yma
Ddim i roddi iti fraw;
Gwena’n dawel yn fy mynwes

Ar yr engyl gwynion draw.

Tapping, tapping oer and o%er,
Start not! ’tis the billow lonely
Lapping, lapping on the shotre;

Through your dreaming you are beaming

O so purely now, my store,
You must see your angel, surely,

Smiling through Heaven’s open doot.
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(LADY GWENNY,)

W¢lsh words by LLEW TEGID.
English words by A.P. Graves.

Croesaw 'G-Wra_.ig y ty.

Arranged by ARTHUR SOMERVELL,
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