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PREFACE.

A pLAY of Euripides differs in so many respects
from the modern conception of drama, and the
construction of the fos in particular is so peculiar,
and indeed unique, that a few words upon it may
here be useful.

A dramatic story commonly proceeds through
certain entanglements to a dénoiment or satis-
factory solution at the end. In Euripides this
process is seldom followed exactly, and in the
Jon, we may say, it is inverted. The solution or
explanation of the story, such as it is, is pro-
pounded first of all by the god Hermes, complete
in the prologue. At the end the same solution is
again propounded by the goddess Athena, and it
is received by the chief character in the story, the
person principally concerned, with dissatisfaction
and scarcely concealed incredulity. The explana-
tion of this arrangement is to be found in the
attitude of the poet, and his admirers among the
Athenian public, towards the opinions of the time,
and in particular towards the prevalent religion.
The /Jorz is the most remarkable of those Euri-
pidean plays, whose purpose is to discredit the
character and very existence of the gods.

According to the story of Hermes and Athena,
Ion, a foundling brought up in the oracular temple
of Apollo at Delphi and employed in the service
of the temple, is in reality the offspring of an out-
rage committed by Apollo himself. His mother was
Creiisa, a princess of Athens, afterwards married to
Xuthus. The child was born in Athens, but carried
thence through the air by Hermes to Delphi. His
age at the time of the play is between youth and
man. Xuthus and Creiisa have had no child, and
come to Delphi to consult the oracle upon their
distress, Crelisa with a private hope that she may
learn something of her lost infant.

The play exhibits the course and result of a
plan conceived, we are told®, upon this occasion by
the far-seeing god, to procure the restoration of
Ion to the house of Creiisa, without disclosure,
except to Ion and Creiisa themselves, of Apollo’s
previous conduct. The plan is this. Ion is to

1 It should be noted here that the play, being unusually long,
has necessarily been somewhat shortened for the purpose of this
representation, so that some of the details do not fully appear in the
play-book.

be declared by the oracle the son of Xuthus, and
as such is to be taken to Athens, where his recog-
nition by Creiisa will be somehow accomplished
quietly.  Unluckily for the god, this design is
frustrated by two obstacles, which apparently he
had not foresecen. First, owing to the accident
that some servants attached to Creiisa are present
when Xuthus recognizes Ion for his son, Creiisa
is immediately informed of the supposed discovery.
Secondly, Creiisa, in passionate indignation against
this final proof of Apollo’s treachery, not only
proclaims her own shame (and that of the god) at
the very door of the temple, but, upon the sug-
gestion of her servants, instantly plots to murder
Ion. This attempt, though it fails of its object,
brings Creiisa herself within an inch of destruction,
and she is only saved by a device, which necessi-
tates the further publication of Apollo’s secret to a
whole crowd of people, in fact to every one, citizens
and foreigners, then present in Delphi.

Here is certainly enough to shake and distress
a mind, such as that of Ion, full of faith and affection
towards the Delphian god. But there is much
more. It was, we are told, from the first the
intention of the god, that the oracle declaring Ion
for the son of Xuthus, should be eventually known
to Ion and Creiisa as a mere deception. Now
considering the immeasurable importance attached
by religious Greeks, such as Ion, to the absolute
truth of the Delphian oracle, the commonest pru-
dence would have suggested to a mere man, that
the declaration to Xuthus should have been so
framed as to admit of some plausible explanation
consistent with the facts. Unluckily even this
precaution did not occur to Apollo, which is the
more strange as he had practised it frequently and
in notorious examples. When Creiisa in the last
scene tells her story to Ion, he at once takes the
objection that it contradicts the oracle. Creiisa
vainly endeavours to escape the difficulty, nor is
the goddess Athena able to propose any other
solution than that which Creiisa has offered and
Ion has rejected.

But even this is not all, nor the worst. It is
important to remember always that, as we are told
by the god Hermes, the prophetess of Apollo is
from the first in possession of evidence by which
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the true birth of Ion can be instantly proved.
When the child was brought to Delphi by Hermes,
he had on him certain tokens, a shawl of his
mother’s work, a wreath of olive, and a gold neck-
lace, a family-jewel of a peculiar pattern. These,
with his cradle, the prophetess had always kept.
Nothing is more wonderful or more disparaging to
the wisdom of the god than the circumstances re-
lating to the production of this evidence. From
the first it is obvious that, considering the object
he has in view, Apollo will run a great risk, if the
disclosure of the truth to Creiisa is postponed for
long after the deceptive revelation to Xuthus.
But when Creiisa actually plans to murder her
unknown child, and discusses her plan in the
court of the temple, to leave her longer ignorant
seems to be, and in fact is, an act of insanity.
The attempt of Creiisa destroys and, however it
had ended, must have destroyed all chance of that
peaceable and private settlement which was the
object of Apollo. Yet the god, whether from blind-
ness or negligence, takes no measures whatever that
are adapted to his purpose, and gives no instruction
even now either to Creiisa or to the prophetess; nor
is the evidence produced until circumstances have
taken such a course that, if exhibited at all, it must
be exhibited to the world, to the scandal of Apollo
and the utter defeat of his modest intentions.

Equally strange and unaccountable is the con-
duct of the prophetess herself. She was not, she
tells us, in the secrets of the god, and knows no-
thing of the tokens except that they will prove the
birth of Ion, whatever it is. Neither the suppres-
sion of the evidence in previous years nor its
suppression on the day of the action up to the
final moment is ever intelligibly accounted for.
Religion would permit us to suppose that, at the
time when the prophetess told Xuthus that he was
the father of lon, being under the influence of
inspiration, she was not conscious of her words.
But it would tax the most robust faith to believe
that she remains ignorant afterwards, when her
revelation is being celebrated by a banquet, to which
are invited the whole population of Delphi. Yet it
does not apparently occur to her, that there is any
reason for informing the father and son of the
further evidence in her possession; nor does she do
so till it is absolutely necessary, if Ion is to be
prevented from murder and the altar of Apollo
from pollution. On this point she is closely
questioned by Ion himself, and can give no answer
more satisfactory than that ‘it was the will of the
god’, an answer not merely vague but, from our
independent knowledge of Apollo’s purposes, almost
impossible to believe.

Nor is it only in the publicity of the final ex-
planation that the failure of Apollo is exhibited.
Before the family can be happily established, as
Apollo intended, it is plainly necessary that Ion
at least, as well as Crelisa, shall be fully satisfied
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and convinced. But he remains unsatisfied to the
end, though Athena herself is produced to remove
his scruples. In giving his formal assent to the
assurance of the goddess, that he is the son of
Apollo and Crelisa, he intimates both by words and
still more significantly by silence, that she has done
nothing, as in fact she has not, to remove the objec-
tions which he has raised, or to show how her asser-
tion is to be reconciled with the first article of his
faith, the truth and wisdom of the Delphian god.

At the close of the play, Xuthus, who quitted
Delphi to offer sacrifice upon Parnassus immedi-
ately after the supposed discovery of his son, has
not yet learned that the revelation made to him by
the oracle has been declared, in the presence of all
Delphi and the visitors, to have been an impos-
ture; and Athena, as the representative of Apollo,
naturally advises that he should be kept in the
dark’. How this end is to be secured, she does not
condescend to explain; and certainly there is
nothing to assure us that in this matter, as hitherto,
Apollo is not destined to a disappointment.

Whether the play had any sequel, this is not the
place to enquire. To understand so far the atti-
tude of Euripides towards the opinions and prob-
lems of his time is necessary for the appreciation of
a drama, which might otherwise seem to be without
any upshot at all. As a spectacle, and to modern
eyes, it will be chiefly interesting in the fresh
beauty of the earlier scenes, the tragic passion of
the Second Act, and the melodramatic contrivance
of the Third.

One slight change, beyond some curtailment,
has been necessary to bring the play within the
means available on the present occasion. Xuthus
and Creiisa are accompanied both by male and
female attendants; but as the play is originally
cast, the Chorus is composed of females only. In
this arrangement the musical parts of the Chorus
are transferred to the men. The small importance
of this change may be judged from the fact, that
the words to be sung have been transferred almost
entire, and without any modification except in an
occasional adjective. One of the principal odes,
which covers the long lapse of time between the
Second and Third Acts, will be presented distinctly
and separately as an interlude, an arrangement
which would probably have had the full approba-
tion of the author, had he foreseen the appliances
of the modern theatre.

1 The conclusion, as being the part least interesting to a modern
audience, has been much curtailed, but the above will serve to
explain what is absent. The following are the references, in the
numbering of Dindorf’s Poctac Scenici to the lines omitted :—27. 11
—13, 20—27, 58—064, 69—5, 1G4—204, 269—280, 293—298, 301
~=302, 374—383, 390391, 398—400, 444—451, 544—349, 551—
553, 593—000, 616—617, 621—632, 827—842,,891—000, 987-—0998,
1010—10I7, 1021-—1028, [0QO—-I105, 1128—I131, II35—1166,
1227—1228, 1364—1368, 1480—1509, I512—1527, 1539—1540,
1563—1568, 1579—1603, 1609g—1615.

AWV,



THE ION OF EURIPIDES.

ACT L

The platform and allar before the Temple of ApoLLO at Delpii.

FEnter HERMES, R.

Hermes. Atlas, who bears the heavens, the gods’
primeval home, upon his back, of one of the god-
desses begat Maia, who bare me, Hermes, the
servant of the immortals, to mightiest Zeus. This
place, whither I have come, is Delphi, where
Phoebus, throned on earth’s mid-centre, chants his
oracles to mankind. For in a city of the Hellenes,
known to fame and named of Pallas of the golden
spear, Phoebus compelled to his love Erechtheus’
daughter Creiisa ; and she—for such was the plea-
sure of the god—bare to the end the burden of her
womb without her father’s knowledge. And when
the time came, she was delivered of a man-child
in the house, and removed the babe to the self-
same cave where she was united to the god, and
exposed him—to die, as she thought—in the shel-
tering embrace of a lightly-rocking cradle. And
being my brother, Phoebus made of me the follow-
ing request: ‘Go, brother, to the autochthonous
folk of glorious Athens,—for thou knowest the city
of the goddess, and take from a cavern in the rock a
newborn babe, and its cradle withal, and the tokens
that are upon it, and bring it to my oracle of
Delphi, and set it even at the entrance of my house.
The rest—for thou must know the child is mine—,
shall be my own care”’ So, yielding to the pleasure
of Loxias my brother, I took up the cradle and
brought it and laid the child upon the steps of the
temple here, setting open the plaited casket, in
order that the infant might be seen. And it fell
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2 THE ION OF EURIPIDES.

out that the prophetess was passing into the god’s |

shrine as the orb of the coursing sun arose, and
casting her eye upon the infant marvelled at the
thought that some Delphian maid had dared to
lay the offspring of a secret love before the god’s
house; and she was minded to cast it forth beyond

the limits of the shrine’s approach. But for pity

she dismissed the cruel thought, and the god too
took part with the child to prevent its being
banished from his temple. So she took and reared
it; and she knows not Phoebus for his father, nor
the mother of whom he was born, and the boy is
ignorant of his parents. Now, while young, he
used to roam in childish sport about the altars of
his nurturing ; but, when he grew to manhood, the
Delphians made him treasurer of the god’s wealth
and faithful steward of all, and to this day he lives
a holy life in the sanctuary of the god. And
Crelisa, the youth’s mother, married Xuthus; and
though married long he and Creiisa are without
children, and it is for this that they have come to
Apollo’s sanctuary here in desire of offspring.
And Loxias himself is guiding the matter to this
issue, and it hath not, as might seem, escaped his
memory.

Now will I pass into this laurel-planted sanctuary
that I may see to the end that which is destined
about the boy; for I see the son of Loxias coming
out there, that he may make the temple’s portals
bright with branches of the bay. The name Zoz,
which he shall receive, I am the first god to give him.

Lxit HERMES, R.

Lo, the bright chariot and steeds four! The

P

sun now shines over the earth, and the stars flee !

before his fire into the vasty night of space.
Parnassus’ untrodden peaks, bathed in light,

receive for mortals the wheels of day. The smoke

of the desert-born myrrh floats up to the temple
roof, and the Delphian priestess sits on the holy
tripod chanting to the Hellenes the wild utterances
which Apollo makes ring in her ears.

But come, ye Delphians, Phoebus’ ministers, go
to Castalia’s silver-gleaming eddies, and having
bathed in its pure waters, so come to the shrine.
Guard your lips from ill-omen'd speech, gentle
lords; and let the gentle speech of a gracious
tongue be your language to those who would
consult the god. I myself—for tis the task whereat

I labour from my childhood,—-will make bright the |
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THE ION OF EURIPIDES. 3

temple portals with wreaths formed of branches
of the sacred bay, and with sprinklings of water
bedew the floor. Then with my arrows I will put
to flight the flocks of birds that hurt the holy
offerings ; for, knowing neither father nor mother, I
serve the shrine of Phoebus which has reared me.

Come, then, fresh-sprung branch of fairest bay,
that servest me in sweeping the steps of Phoebus’
house, plucked from the eternal gardens beneath the
temple wall, where the sacred waters, sending forth
their ever-flowing stream from among the myrtles,
feed the sacred leaves wherewith I sweep the god’s
floor, every day performing my daily service at the
appearing of the sun’s swift wing.

O Healer, Healer, blessed be thou! Blessed be
thou, O Leto’s son! Fair, ay fair is the service
wherewith I serve thee before thy house, O Phoebus,
doing honour to thy oracle’s abode. A glorious
service is mine, that my hands should minister to
a god, not to mortal but to immortal, and I weary
not of labouring in my honourable task. Phoebus
is my father, author of my being; for I bless him
that feedeth me, and the god who sustaineth me I
call by the name of father,—Phoebus in his temple.

O Healer, Healer, blessed be thou! Blessed
be thou, O Leto’s son!

But now I will cease my labour with this broom
of bay, and from the golden ewers will fling the
spring water that Castalia’s eddying stream pours
down ; I will scatter the water of sprinkling, having
risen pure from my bed. Ob, that I may never
cease serving Phoebus thus, or cease with happy
close !

Ha! Already they flock hither—the birds, and
leave their nests on Parnassus. I bid you draw not
near to the eaves, nor to the golden house at all.
I shall have thee with my arrows again, thou herald
of Zeus, who with thy talons overcomest the strength
of every bird.

Here to the temple steps another oars his way,
a swan. Otherwhere take thy bright red foot.
Albeit thy singing makes harmony with Phoebus’
lyre, it shall not save thee from my shafts. Turn
aside and wing thy flight towards Delos’ pool. If
thou’rt stubborn, thou shalt raise the notes of thy
sweet minstrelsy in blood.

Ha'! what is this strange one that approaches?
Would he set his brood’s cradle of straws and twigs
beneath the eaves? The twanging of my bow will
scare thee. What! wilt thou persist? Go and
breed thy young by the eddies of Alpheiis or the
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4 THE ION OF EURIPIDES.

Isthmian grove, that the offerings and shrine of !

Phoebus be not defiled. Yet I scruple to slay
you, for ye bring men the messages of Heaven;
but none the less I will perform to Phoebus the
service to which I am devoted, and will not cease
to minister to them that feed me,

N\ ’ »:
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IoN wetives into the Temple.

Enter, R, the maidens tn attendance on CREUSA.

Not in divine Athens alone, I see, are there
beauteous-pillared courts of the gods and service
of Apollo of the Roadway. The house of Loxias
also, Leto’s son, shews the fair-fronted brightness
of facades twain.

See ; look at this.
son of Zeus slays the snake of Lerna.
eyes here.

Indeed, I turn them every way. Look at the
battle-moil of the giants wrought there in the
stone-work.

We look indeed.

Dost see, then, one that brandishes the Gorgon’s
face upon her shield against Enceladus?

I see Pallas, my own goddess.

What is this? The ponderous thunderbolt,
both ends aflame, in Zeus’s far-striking hands?

I see. He blackens with fire his foeman
Mimas.

And Bromius-Bacchus slays another of Earth’s
brood with his ivy-wreathed staff, strange weapon
for the fight.

With a golden scimitar the
Turn thine

Enter Ton.

Thee, sir, who standest by the temple, I ad-
dress. Is it permitted to pass the threshold of the
sanctuary bare-footed ?

lon, 1t is not, ladies.

Cho. Might I not either learn of thee?

Jon. Say what thou wilt.

Cho. Tell me, does the house of Phoebus really
hold earth’s very centre?

lon. Even so. Here is the centre stone with
fillets about it, and a Gorgon on either side.

Cho. So indeed report declares,

Jon. If ye have offered a cake before the house
and have aught to ask of Phoebus, pass up the
steps; but ye must not pass within the sanctuary
unless ye have made sacrifice of sheep.
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Cho.
the god’s ordinance.
will delight our gaze.

I apprehend ; and we will not transgress
There is that without which

fon. Gaze your fill at everything; it is not
forbidden.
Cho. My masters gave me leave to come and

see the sanctuary here.
Jon. And what is the house to which ye belong ?
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Enter CREUSA, R, allended.

Cho. The city where Pallas inhabits is the
home of my masters’ rearing. But here is my
lady whom thy question touches.

Jonn. Whosoever thou art, thou art noble, lady,
and thy bearing gives evidence of thy nature. And
’tis a common proof, that if one notes his bearing,
one may learn whether a man is of noble blood.
What! Nay, thou amazest me, closing thine eyes
and bedewing thy noble cheek with tears at the
sight of Loxias’ holy shrine. What is it that
vexes thee so sore, lady? Where all else are
gladdened at sight of the god’s sanctuary, there
thine eyes well with tears.

Cr. "Tis feeling of thee, sir, to marvel at my tears.
When I looked upon Apollo’s house here, I retraced
the path of an ancient memory, and my thoughts
were elsewhere, though I was standing here. Ah,
long-suffering women! Ah, ye high-handed gods!
And to whom, then, I ask, shall we appeal for
justice, when they that do the outrage are our lords.

lorz.  What is the cause of thy mysterious sad-
ness, lady ?
Cr. ’Tis naught. I have shot my shaft; and

* for the rest, as I say no more, so do thou not heed
it further.

fon. But who art thou?
come, and who is thy father?
must we address thee ?

Cr. 1 am called Creiisa, and am a daughter
of Erechtheus, and my country is the city of the
Athenians.

Whence art thou
By what name

Ton. O dweller in a city far-famed, and sprung
of a noble lineage; thou movest my admiration,
lady.

Cr. So far indeed am I fortunate; but no
further, sir.

Jon. Tell me, I pray thee, is it really true, as

the story goes, that—
Cr. What is thy question, sir?
that.

I would hear
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6 THE ION OF EURIPIDES.

Jon. Was thy father’s ancestor born of the earth?

Cr. Ay, Erichthonius; but my parentage helps
me naught.

Jon. And is thy father really buried in a chasm
of the earth?

Cr. A blow from the sea-god’s trident slew him.

Tonn. And is there a place there called the
Long Rocks?

Cr. Why askest thou that question?
awakest memories.

lonz.  Our god shows it honour with the light-
ning-flashes from Pytho.

Cr. Shows it honour !...Why this questioning ?
I would I had never seen the place!

Thou

fon. What! Dost thou hate what the god
holds most dear?

Cr. ’Tis naught. I know of a deed of shame
done in that cave.

fon. And art thou wedded, lady? To an
Athenian?

Cr. No citizen,but a foreigner from another land.

Jorz. Who? Noble, sure, he must have been.

Cr. Xuthus, descended through Aeolus from
Zeus.

lon. And has thy husband come with thee to

the oracle, or art thou alone?

C». He is with me, but he stays behind in
the cavern of Trophonius.

Jon. And come ye to ask of fruit of the earth,
or of offspring?

Cr. We have no children, though long wed.

fon. Hast thou never been a mother nor borne
a child?

Cr. Phoebus knows my childlessness.

fon. Poor lady! Though happy in all else,

thou missest happiness.

Cr. And who art thou?
thy mother.

lon. 1 am the god’s servant, lady, and am so
called.

Cr. Art thou the offering of some city, or
wast thou sold by some one?

JTon. Onme thing alone I know,—they call me
the minister of Loxias.

Cr. Then I requite thy pity, sir, with mine.

Jon. Since 1 know neither her that bare me,
nor my father.

Cr. And dwellest thou in the temple here, or
in a house?

Jon.  All the god’s house serves me for home,
wherever sleep falls upon me.

How happy I deem
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THE ION OF EURIPIDES.

Cr. Wast thou child or youth, when first thou
camest to the temple?

Jon. They who claim to know, say I was a babe.

Cr. And what Delphian woman nursed thee?

fon. 1 never knew the breast; but her who
reared me—

Cr. Who, poor boy?
a fellow-sufferer.

Zon. Her 1 regard as mother,—the Prophetess
of Phoebus.

Cr. And with what maintenance didst thou
reach man’s estate ?

fon. The altars fed me, and the visitors that
came from time to time.

Cr. And hast thou wealth?
clad.

fon.
I serve.

Cr. But hast thou never set thyself to trace
thy parentage ?

lor. Nay, I have no clue, lady.

Cr. Miserable, then, thy mother, whoever she
was.

JTon. 1t may be I was born the fruit of a wrong
done to some woman.

Cr. A, there is another woman whose suffer-
ings match thy mother’s.

fon. Who? How glad were I of her sym-
pathy!

Cr. It is she for whose sake I came hither
before my husband.

fon. With what wish, lady,—that I may assist
thee? ‘

Cr. 1 desired to make a secret enquiry of
Phoebus.

Jon. Disclose it. I will manage the rest.

Cr. Hear, then, the story...Nay, I am ashamed.

fon. Then, truly thou wilt effect naught.
Shame is a goddess that achieves nothing.

Cr. A friend of mine says she was loved of
Phoebus.

Jon.
lady.

Cr. Ay, and unknown to her father she bare
the god a child.

lon. 1t cannot be.
man’s cruelty.

Cr. Moreover she has suffered grievously, as
she herself declares.

Jon. Wherein, if she was united to a god?

Cr. The child she bare she put away.

In my suffering I find

Thou art richly

I am dressed in the vestments of the god

A woman,—by Phoebus? Say not that,

She is ashamed of some
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8 THE ION OF EURIPIDES.

Jon. And where is the exposed child? Does
he live?

Cr. No man knows. ’Tis that I wish to ask
the god.

Zon. If he no longer lives, how was he de-
stroyed?

Cr. She supposes that wild beasts must have

killed the poor little one.
Jon, What token led her to that conclusion ?
Cr. She came where she had laid him, and
found him not any more.

fon. But was there trail of blood upon the
ground ?
Cr. She says not, though she traversed the

ground many times.
fon. And how long is it since the child was
made away with?

Cr. He would be grown to thy years, were he
alive.
fon. Did she not, then, afterward bear any

other child?

Cr. The god is cruel to her, and she is child-
less and wretched.

Jon. But what if Phoebus has taken the child
and is rearing him in secret ?

Cr. He acts unjustly in enjoying alone what
belongs to both.

ZJonn. Ah me! The story chimes with my own
misfortune.

Cr. For thee too, sir, I trow, a forlorn mother
yearns.

fon. Ah, draw me not to laments for that

which I had forgotten.
Cr. 1 hold my peace.
whereof I question thee.
fon. Dost know, then, thy story’s weakest
point?
Cr. What is not weakness in her unhappy case?
Zlon. How will the god give oracle of that he
would keep secret ?
Cr. Surely,if he sits upon the tripod of all Hellas?
Jfon. Thou must not question him; he feels
shame about the matter.

Continue with that

Cr. And she that suffered feels sorrow for the
issue.
fon. There is none that will ask for thee on

such a matter. For if proved base in his own
temple, Phoebus might justly do some hurt to him
that furnished thee that answer. Retrace thy
steps, lady. What is contrary to the god must not
be asked.
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Cr. Phoebus, both then and now thou art
unjust towards the absent sufferer whose case I
plead. Thou didst not save thine own offspring,
as was thy duty; and prophet though thou art,
thou wilt not answer thy child’s mother when she
questions thee, that so, if her infant lives no longer,
he may be laid in mounded tomb, or if he lives,
he may gladden his mother’s eyes at last.

But look, sir, I see my noble husband Xuthus
near, who hath left Trophonius’ cavern. Say thou
naught to my lord of the story I have told thee,
lest some disgrace attach to me for my secret
service, and the story take some other course than
I intended.
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Enter XUTHUS, R, atfended.

Xu. To the god I give the firstfruits of my
greetings, and bid him hail. Hail to thee, too,
wife. Surely I have caused thee no dismay or
fear by my late arrival ?

Cr. No, indeed; though thou findest me con-
cerned. But tell me, what response dost thou bring
from Trophonius, as to the birth of children to us?

Xu. He thought not well to anticipate the
god’s response ; howbeit, one thing he said, that
neither I nor thou should return childless from the
oracle.

Cr. O lady mother of Phoebus, bless our
coming to the sanctuary; and may the dealings
we had aforetime with thy son suffer a happy
change!

Xu. ’Twill be so.
swers of the god?

fon. The outer service is mine; but that within
belongs to others, who sit near the tripod, sir,
—Delphian nobles on whom the lot has fallen.

Xu. Good. Having then all we wanted, I
will pass within. For indeed, as I hear, the public
victim for the visitors has been offered before the
temple, and I wish to take the god’s response this
day, for it is propitious. And do thou, wife, with
branches of bay in thy hand visit the altars, and
pray the gods that I bear from Apollo’s house an
oracle blessing us with children.

But who delivers the an-
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Exit XutHUS into the Temple.
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Cr. 1t will be so, it will be so. And if Loxias | KP. éra 1d¥, &ora

is now willing at least to retrieve his former |
cruelties, though he cannot prove his love perfect,

- yet so far as he wills it,—for he is a god,—I will |
give him welcome. |

Exit CREUSA,

Jopn. Why, I wonder, does the lady ever in dark
speech cast riddling reproaches on the god? Is it
from love to her on whose behalf she asks oracle,
or does she conceal something she may not utter?
But why concern myself about Erechtheus’daughter?
She is naught to me. Nay, I will go and pour the
water from the golden ewers into the bowls of
sprinkling. But I must admonish Phoebus, and
ask what has come to him. He weds maids per-
force and then abandons them; he gets children in
secret and leaves them to perish. Nay, do not so;
but since thou art lord, follow virtue; for, mark
you, wicked mortals suffer correction from the gods.
How, then, is it just that ye, who have made all
laws for man, should yourselves be disobedient to
them?

IQ.

Exit 10N,

C&. O Athena, born without aid of Eileithuia
nor in pangs of child-bed, brought to the birth by
the Titan Prometheus from the crown of the head of
Zeus, O blessed Victory, come to Pytho, flying from
the golden bowers of Olympus to the streets where
the hearth of Phoebus at earth’s mid-centre, by the
tripod around which they dance and sing, gives
oracles that come true. Come thou and Leto’s
daughter, goddesses twain, maidens twain, sisters
august of Phoebus. Pray, ye Virgins, that the
ancient house of Erechtheus may obtain by clear

oracle the blessing of posterity for years to come.
For a lasting fund of bliss have they who see
the bloom of young lives radiant in the ancestral
home, giving hope of fruitfulness and promise of
holding the wealth inherited from their fathers

for other children to come after them. For they

XO.
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are a strength in trouble and a delight in prosperity,
and in time of war they lend to fatherland pro-
tecting might. Before wealth and the palace of
a king, mine be it to rear good children of my
own blood! I abhor the childless life, and him
that approves of it, I blame. Be it mine to enjoy
a life blessed with offspring and with moderate
substance !

O haunt of Pan and neighbouring rock hard by
the caverns of the Long Cliffs, where the feet of the
maiden-triad, Aglauros’ daughters, tread in the dance
the green levels before the shrine of Pallas to the
ever-changing sound of the music of the pipes,
when thou, Pan, pipest in thine unsunn’d grots!
There a maid—ah, miserable maid !—bare a babe
to Phoebus and flung him forth to the fowls of the
air for food, a bloody meal for the wild beasts,
—shameful fruit of a cruel union. Neither in the
loom have I seen it pictured, nor in story have I
heard tell that the children born of gods to mortals
prosper.
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End of Act L
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ACT IL

The scene is the same as for Act L

The female attendants of CREUSA are waiting before the Temple.

Jon. Attendant maidens, who about the steps
of this temple where the incense burns, keep watch
and ward for your master, has Xuthus already left
the holy tripod and the sanctuary, or stays he in
the house inquiring of his childlessness?

Cho. He is within the house, sir, and hath not
yet passed the threshold. But I hear a noise of
the doors here as though one were at the entrance,
and now thou may’st see my master coming forth.

1Q.

XO.

Enter Ion.

Tpdomodor yuvaikes, ai Tovd dudl kpymidas Sopwy
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Enter XutHUS from the Temple.

Xu. Hail, son!—for that is my fittest pre-
face.
Ion. ’Tis well with me. Do thou be sane, and

it will be well with both of us.

Xu. Permit me to kiss thy hand; let me em-
brace thee.
fon. Art thou in thy senses, sir; or has some

stroke of heaven frenzied thee?
 Xuw. Yes, I am in my senses; only finding my
beloved I crave a kiss.
Ton. Stop, lest thy hand touch the god’s gar-
land and destroy it.
Xu. T will hold to thee; and I am no robber,
but I find my own.

Zlon. Hands off, before thou get my arrow in
thy heart !
Xu. Why would’st thou fly me, who am the

nearest to thy blood ?

Jon. 1 care not to instruct rude and senseless
visitors.
Xu. Slay, then, and burn; for if thou kill me,

thou wilt be thy father’s murderer.

Ion. And how art thou my father? I laugh
at thy words.

Xu. Nay, my story’s course will make clear all
I say.

Ion. And what wilt thou say, pray?

X I am thy father, and thou
my son.

Jon. Who says this?

Xu. Loxias, who reared thee, though mine.

L
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Thou testifiest to thyself.
Ay, but after hearing the god’s response.
Thou heardst a riddle and didst mis-

Then my hearing is amiss.
‘What is Phoebus’ answer ?
That he who met me—
How?

As I went forth from the god’s temple

Should meet with what mishap?
Should be my very son.
Born to thee, or merely a gift ?
A gift, yet of my blood.
Then, am I the first to cross thy path?
None other, son.
What can have brought about this

I share thy wonderment.
But of what mother am I born to thee ?
I cannot tell.
And did not Phoebus say ?
For gladness at the one thing, I asked

not the other.

fon. Then, I am sprung of mother earth, it
seems,

Xu. The ground bears no children.

lon. How, then, must I be thine?

Xu. I know not; I refer it to the god.

fon. And how came I to this temple ?

X, Put there by thy mother, belike.

Jon (to Jimself). There is no slave in me !

Xu. Take now thy father to thee, my son.

Jon. In any wise the god must be believed.

Xu. Thou’rt sensible, I see,

fon.  And what do I wish else—

Xu. Now thine eyes open.

Jozz.  Than to be the son of a son of Zeus?

Xa. As is thy fortune.

Zozz.  Then may I touch my parent?

Xu. Ay, if thou believe the god.

fon. O father!

Xu. A dear word and welcome.

fon. And this present day—

Xu. Ah, it has made me blest !

fon. Dear mother, when, oh! when shall I see
thee too? Now more than ever do I yearn to sce

thee, whoe’er thou art. But perchance thou art dead,
and it can never be.

Cho.

The good fortune of the house, ’tis true,

is ours as well; yet I could have wished that my

XO.
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lady also and the house of Erechtheus had been
blest with issue.

Xu. My son, for thine own discovery the god
has given true oracle; he has brought thee across
my path, and thou again hast found thy father,
whom thou knewest not before. As for the object
of thy natural eagerness, I long as thou dost for
it—that thou, my boy, may’st find thy mother,
and I who it was that bare thee; and if we trust to
time, perchance we may discover this. But leave
thou the temple and thy vagabond life, and yielding
to thy father’s wish come to Athens, where thy
father’s royal sceptre and much wealth await thee.
Though one defect thou hast, thou shalt not be
called base and also poor, but rich and noble like-
wise. Art silent? Why, lost in thought, dost thou
keep thy gaze fast fixed upon the ground, and
turning thy back on gladness dost cause thy father
fear ?

Jonz. Things wear not the same aspect near
and when seen from far; and though I welcome
the chance whereby I have found a father, yet hear,
father, what is in my mind. That glorious Athens,
no immigrant folk, but sprung of the very soil,—
I shall intrude there under a twofold disability,
my father a foreigner and myself a bastard. And
when I come, a stranger, to the house of others
and to thy childless wife, who aforetime sharing thy
fortunes will now feel it bitterly that she must bear
her lonely lot apart,—how can I but be hated, and
with reason, when thou hast me by thy side and
she being childless looks with bitterness on the
object of thy love? And then, either thou must
desert me in consideration for thy wife, or in regard
for me wreck thy home. Besides, I feel pity for
thy wife, father, growing old in childlessness; for
pity it is that she, the daughter of kings, should
be uncheered with offspring. And, listen, father,
to the blessings I had here. First, leisure, so dear
to all men, and little trouble, and no rascal to thrust
me from my path;—and to give the wall to one’s
inferiors is a thing intolerable. And I spent my
time in prayer to heaven or in converse with men,
doing service to happy hearts free from sorrow.
And while I bade some god-speed, others came;
and thus, a fresh face meeting fresh faces, I wearied
none. And what men pray for, though the heart
rebel,—to be righteous in my service to the god, to
that I was prompted no less by nature than the law’s
authority. When I think of these things, father,
I count my life here better than that there. Let

1Q.
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me live my simple life, for to rejoice in wealth is
no greater blessing than to be content with little.

Cho. Thou hast well said, if those I love shall
be happy for thy words.

XO.
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Here the CHORUS begin fo enter, and overhear the following speech.

Xu. Enough of this; thou must learn to bear
thy happiness. I wish to make beginning even
here where I found thee, my son, sitting down at
the board in a public banquet and offering the
sacrifices for thy birth which before I offered not.
So now, pretending that I take thee away as a
stranger to share my home, I will furnish thee a
glad feast, and in the land of Athens I will say
that I bring thee as a visitor who would see it, not
as my own son. For indeed I would not grieve
my wife with the sight of my happiness while she
is childless. But in time, finding my opportunity,
I will induce her to permit thee to take my sceptre
and to reign. And I call thee /on, a name that
fits the accident, for as I came forth from the
temple of the god, thou wast the first to cross my
path. But do thou assemble all the company of
thy friends, making merry with slaughtered oxen,
and bid them farewell, as about to leave the town
of Delphi. And you, maidens, I bid be silent on
these matters, or, if ye say aught to your mistress,
ye shall die.

Jon. 1 will go. Howbeit, one thing is wanting
to my fortune, for if I find not the mother who
bare me, father, I cannot live. And if I may
add a prayer, I ask that my mother be from
Athens, that for my mother’s lineage I may hold
my head erect. For if a man come as a stranger
to a city of pure blood, even though he bear the
name of citizen, he speaks but as a slave, and dares
not say the thing he would.
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XutHUS and ION wetive together, R.

Ch. Tears 1 foresee and sharp cries of sorrow
and lamentations invading the home, when my lady
sees her lord rejoicing over his child, while she is
childless and forlorn of offspring. What, O Prophet,
son of Leto, is this oracle thou hast sung ? Whence
came this boy reared about thy temple,—of what
mother? 1 like not the god’s answer, I fear it
cloaks some treachery, and I tremble when I think
to what the issue thereof may come ; for strange it
is and strange its message. There is treachery as
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16 THE ION OF EURIPIDES.

well as chance about this boy sprung of alien
blood. Who will not say ¢ Yea’ to this? Friends,
shall we tell clearly into my lady’s ear these things
about her husband, whose hopes, since he was all
in all to her, she shared, poor sufferer ? And now,
while he is happy, she passes into gray-haired age
broken down by trouble, while her lord neglects
his love. A wretch is he who came a foreigner
to a house of high prosperity, and stood not by
its fortune. Perish, perish the deceiver of my
mistress, and may he fail of his prayer when he
makes holy offering to the gods of the bright-
flaming oil upon the fire! But that sy heart is
loyal, my beloved queen shall know.

Already they draw near to their banquet, the
new found son and sire.

O rock-cliffs of Parnassus that uphold yon
soaring uplands, where Bacchus, holding high the
pine-torches, with both ends aflame, leaps on nimble
foot amid the Bacchanals, his midnight retinue :
Never may that boy come to my city, but die and
leave his young life; for it would straiten our city
sore to receive invasion of foreign folk. Sufficient
is our chieftain of the days of old, the king
Erechtheus.
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Enter CREUSA, R, accompanied by an aged SLAVE.

Cr. Old man, guardian, while he lived, of my
dead father’s children, go up to the god’s house of
prophecy, that thou may’st share my gladness, if
king Loxias has uttered aught of the birth of
offspring. For ’tis sweet to share happiness with
friends, and if—which Heaven forfend !—aught un-
toward should befall, it is pleasant to look into the
eyes of a loyal soul. And as thou didst care for
my father once, so now do I, though thy mistress
requite thy care in my father’s stead.

Slave. Daughter, thou holdest fast the noble
dispositions of a noble lineage, and hast not dis-
graced thine ancestry, the very offspring of the
earth. Help, help me to the shrine, and be my
guide. Soothly the approach is steep; lend thy
strength to mend my weak age.

Cr. Follow, then, and be wary where thou
settest thy feet.

Sla. See! Though the foot’s pace be slow,
yet the mind moves quick.

Cr. Press the ground thou treadest with thy
circling staff.
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THE ION OF EURIPIDES.

Sta.
dim.

Cr. Thou art right. Yet yield not to fatigue.

Sla. Not of my will ; but I am not master of
what is gone from me.

Cr. Gitls, faithful handmaids of my loom and
shuttle, what fortune as to offspring—the object of
our journey—had my husband before he left you?
Disclose ; for if ye give me good tidings, ye will give
joy to a mistress who will not prove ungrateful.

That too is blind, when my sight is but

Cho. Woe worth the day!

Sla. Your prelude, at least, hints at no good
chance.

Cho. Alas, unhappy one!

Sla. Nay, is aught amiss with my masters’
oracle?

Cho. Come, what shall we do, when death

awaits disobedience ?

Cr. What strain is this, and wherefore is this
terror ?

Cho. Shall we speak, or hold our peace? What
shall we do?

Cr. Speak, for surely thou hast knowledge of
some calamity that touches me.

Cho. Ay, I will speak, though I must die twice
over. Never, lady, is it to be thine to take children
in thine arms or put their lips unto thy breast.

Cr. Ah, me! Come, death!

The female attendants gather vound CREUSA.  One of them makes a sign to the CHORUS 2o leave the stage.

Sla. My daughter—
Cr. Ah, woe is me for this!
I feel,...I suffer...an anguish that kills life, dear girls.
Sla.  All is over for us, daughter.
Cr. Ah, woe! Ah, woe! The pang strikes
and pierces me to the very heart.

Sla. Lament not yet—

Cr. Nay, but lament is at my lips.
Sla.  Until we learn—

Cr. Learn what?

Sla. Whether my master fares as thou and

shares this trouble, or ill hap is thine alone,

Cho. To him, old man, Loxias gave a son; and
good hap is his while she hath missed it.

Cr. Thou tellest me there, thou tellest me a
trouble, a sorrow that crowns the former,—matter
to wake my moan.

Sla. But is the child, of whom thou speakest,
yet to be born of some woman, or spake the oracle
of one now living?
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18 THE ION OF
Cho. A living, a grown-up youth did Loxias
give to him —1I was there.

Cr. What dost thou say?
strous, horrible is thy story.

Sla. Ay, truly.

Cr. And how is the oracle accomplished?
Tell me more plainly,—and who he is, this boy.

Cho. The first thy lord should meet when sped
from the presence of the god, the god gave him for
a son.

Cr. Alack, alack! A childless, childless life,
then, is the portion I receive, and I must sit at
home forlorn and desolate.

Sla.  Of whom, then, spake the oracle? Who
crossed the path of our hapless lady’s husband?
How did he see him? Where?

Cho. Thou knowest, dear lady, the young man
who was sweeping the temple here? It is he.

Cr. O that I might fly up into the liquid air
far from the land of Hellas, away to the stars of
the west, so sore, so sore is my misery, dear girls.

S/a. And by what name does his father call
him? Knowest thou, or does this remain concealed
and undecided ?

Infamous, mon-

Cho. Ion, since he was the first to meet his
father.

Sla.  And who is the lad’s mother?

Cho. 1 cannot tell. But that thou mayst

know all my story, old man, my lord is gone to
make on the boy’s behalf sacrifices that seal
friendship, and birthday offerings, unknown to my
lady here, in a sacred tent, and purposes to banquet
with his new-found son.

Sla. Lady, we are betrayed (for thy suffer-
ings are mine) and designedly insulted by thy
husband. They try to oust us from the palace of
Erechtheus. And I say it not because I hate
thy husband, but yet as loving thee more than
him ; who after coming a foreigner to the city and
wedding thee, and taking along with thee thy
palace and all thy wealth, is proved to have been
getting children secretly of another woman. And
the manner of his stealth I will tell thee. When
he found thee childless, he was not content to be
as thou and share the burden of thy trouble
equally, but took a slave to his bed, and in
secret union with her begat this child. And he
sent him from home and gave him to some Del-
phian to rear. And that none might know, the lad
was devoted to the service of the god and reared
in his temple. And when he learned the boy had
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THE ION OF EURIPIDES.

grown to manhood, he persuaded thee to come
hither about your childlessness. And then the
god spake not falsehood, but he, who had been
rearing the lad all along and weaving a tissue of
deceit.

Something worthy of a woman must thou do,
then. For either sword in hand or by some cun-
ning or with drugs thou must slay thy husband and
his son before death come upon thee from them.
For if thou spare him, good-bye to life for thee ; for
when two foes come beneath one roof, it must go
hard for one or other. Now, I am willing to share
thy task and assist in the lad’s murder; to enter
the place where he furnishes forth his banquet and
to perish requiting to my masters the price of my
nurturing, if I may not live and see the light. For
there is one thing only makes a slave ashamed—
the name of slave; in all else a slave is no whit
worse than freemen, if he be but loyal.

Cho. 1 too, dear lady, am willing to share this
issue, whether I die for it or live and prosper.

Cr. O my soul, how can I keep silence? Yet
how unveil my secret, and how bid good-bye to
shame? Nay, what hindrance lets me any longer?
With whom am I to enter the lists of virtue, when
my husband has proved a traitor? I am reft of
home and reft of children, and gone are the hopes
which I sought to order happily, betraying not my
wrong, betraying not the birth of my child of sor-
row,—and could not.

But I swear by the starry throne of Zeus, by
her who dwells upon my rocky hill and on the
sacred shore of Tritonis’ water, I will not conceal
my secret any more ; for if I lighten my bosom of
its burden I shall be the easier. Mine eyes run
over with tears; my heart is aching with the malice
both of gods and men, whom I will prove to be
thankless traitors to those they have loved.

O thou, who makest music from the seven voices
of the lyre, that sounds forth upon the lifeless
horn of the oxen of the field the muses’ sweetly-
echoing minstrelsy! I speak reproach against thee,
O son of Leto, before this light of heaven. Thou
camest to me with the sunlight in thy golden hair,
when [ was gathering the yellow flowers, golden
mirrors, into the bosom of my robe for my adorn-
ing....

Ah, woe is me! And now my boy is gone, fowls
of the air have torn and devoured him,—my boy
and thine, cruel god; but thou dost shout and
sing to thy lyre songs of triumph.
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What, ho! thou son of Leto;
who givest holy oracle.

’tis thee I call,
Before thy golden throne
and earth’s central shrine I will cry a word in thine
ear ;—Ho, ho! Thou art a false ravisher ! For while
thou bringest home a son to my lord, that never
did thee favour, my offspring and thine, cruel god,
has perished, torn from his mother’s tokens to be
Thy Delos and the
springing bay and the tender-leaved palm in the
garden of Zeus, where Leto bare thee in holy
birth,—they hate thee !

Cho. Alas, for the hoard of trouble here opened,
whereat none could forbear to weep!

Sla.  Daughter, I am filled with pity when I
gaze upon thy face, and I am lost in wonderment.
What is it thou sayest? What is this indictment
against Loxias? What is this child thou sayest
thou didst bear? Where exposed, a welcome prey
for beasts to bury? Recount to me again.

Cr. 1 am ashamed before thee, old man, yet
I will speak.

Slz. Yea, for 1 can show true sympathy for
those I love.

the prey of devouring birds.

Cr. Hear, then. Thou knowest the rocks of
Cecrops?
Sla. 1 know them, where is the shrine of Pan

and his altars near.

Cr. There I underwent a fearful thing.

Sla. What thing? My tears rise to meet thy
words.

Cr». Phoebus, alas! made me his, against my
will.

Sla.  Ah, daughter, can this have been what I
observed ?

Cr. 1 know not; but if thou sayest true, I
will confess.

SZa.  When thou wast sorrowing in secret for a

sickness thou didst conceal.
Cr. That was the time of the troubles I now
disclose to thee.

Sla.  And how then didst thou conceal Apollo’s
love?
Cr. I bare a child. Endure to hear this from

me, old man.

Sla. Where? Who tended thee?
thou labour unassisted ?

Cr. Alone in the cavern where I was wed.

Sla.  And-where is the child, that thou mayst
be no longer childless?

Or didst
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THE ION OF EURIPIDES.

C». He is dead, old man, exposed to the wild
beasts.
Sta.
to help?
Cr. He did naught; and my boy was reared
in the house of Hades.
Sla. Who exposed him? Surely not thou?
Cr. Yes, I. In the darkness I wrapped him
in a robe.
Sla.  And was no one privy to the exposure of
the child?
"Cr. My misery and secrecy alone.
Sla.  And how hadst thou the heart to leave
thy little one in the cave?
Cr. Ay, how? With many a word of pity
falling from my lips.
Sla.  Oh, cruel; though more cruel was the
god.
Cr. Thou hadst indeed said so, if thou hadst
seen the babe stretch out its hands to me...
Sla. But what prompted #zee to cast him forth?
Cr. 1 thought the god would save his own
child.
Sla.  Ah,me! What shipwreck is made of thy
house’s happiness !
C». Why dost thou hide thy head and weep,
old man?
Sla.  To see thee and thy family in distress.
Cr. This is the way of life. Naught abides in
the same stay.

Dead? And the false Apollo did naught

Sla. No more of lamentations now, my
daughter.

Cr. What must I do? Misery knows no
resource.

S/a. Revenge thee on the god, that wronged
thee first.

Cr. And how can I, a mortal, override his
might ?

Sla. Burn Loxias’ holy house of oracle.

Cr. Iam afraid ; I have enough of woe already.

Sla. Brace thee, then, for what thou canst do,
and slay thy husband.

Cr. 1 respect the love that once was ours,
when he was true.

Sla. | Slay, then, the boy that has appeared for
thy discomfiture,

Cr. How? I would that it were possible, for
the will is here.

Sla.  Arm thy train and give them swords.

Cr. 1 will go to it. But where shall the thing
be done?
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Sta.
friends.

Cr». Men mark a deed of blood, and slaves are
irresolute.

Sla. Ah, me! Thy courage ebbs. Come, do
thou suggest something. ‘

Cr. Listen! I have a plan both cunning and
effectual.

Sla. T will help thee either to plot or do.

Cr. Dost know of Erichthonius, old man? But
of course thou dost. |

Sle. Whom the earth brought forth, your
house’s founder ?

In the sacred tent where he feasts his

Cr. Pallas gave to him, when but a new-born |
babe— |
Sla. What thing? For thou wouldst add a |

word that falters.

Cr. Two drops of the Gorgon’s blood.

Sla. Possessing what potency upon man’s |
frame? ‘

Cr. The one is deadly, the other heals.

S/a. And how did she fasten them to the child?

Cr. With a golden chain, which he bequeathed
to my father.

Sla.  And when he died, it passed to thee?

Cr. Ay, and I wear it on my wrist.

Sla. My dearest child, thou hast all we need.

Cr. Therewith the boy shall perish, and thou
shalt be the slayer.

Sla. Where? What shall I do?
to speak, for me to dare.

Cr. Dost know, then, what thou must do?
Take from my wrist this golden jewel of ancient
work that Athena gave, and go where my lord in
secret makes sacrifice; and thereupon, when the
feasting is over and they are about to pour li-
bations to the gods, with this beneath thy robe,
drop the poison into the young man’s cup,—in his
alone, in no wise into the cups of all, but setting
a draught apart for him, who would be master of |
my house. And if it pass his lips, never will he
come to glorious Athens, but die and remain
here. . ',

"Tis for thee |
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Exit CREUSA, R.

Sla. Do thou, then, go within the house of
our entertainers, and I will carry through the task
thou hast set. Come, aged foot, prove thyself
young in act, if not young in years. Aid our
mistress and attack the foe, and help to slay and
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THE ION OF EURIPIDES.

sweep him from the house. When a man is pros-
perous, he does well to respect righteous dealing ;
but when one would do an enemy an ill turn,
there is no law that lets.
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Exit OLD SLAVE, R.

End of Acr 1L

INTERLUDE.

C/. O Queen of the Cross-roads, daughter of |

Demeter, who guidest the midnight assault, in the
noon-day also now direct the contents of the deadly
bowl, the draught of the blood-drops from the
Gorgon’s pierced throat, against him to whom
my lady sends it—the boy that grasps at the
house of the Erechtheidae. Never may an alien
from an alien house rule our city,—none but those
of Erechtheus’ noble lineage! If the murder and
my lady’s eager purpose fail of accomplishment,
and the moment for the bold deed slip by, and the
hope perish that now bears her on, either she will

take the sharp sword or fasten the noose about |

her neck, and go down to another phase of life, |

making pain pain’s antidote. For that strangers
and foreigners should rule the house, never while
she lived would she bear to look upon it with her
bright-beaming eyes,—she the daughter of a race
of kings.

I could not face the god of hymns, if by the

springs of Callichorus this boy, keeping vigil
through the night, shall look upon the torch of the
twentieth day’s sacred mission, when even the
stars in Zeus’ heaven dance, and the moon and
Nereus’ fifty daughters, whose maiden bower is
in the sea and in the eddies of the ever-flowing
rivers,—all dance in worship of the gold-crown’'d
Maid and Holy Mother;—there where, entering
upon other men’s labours, this temple-vagabond
hopes to reign.
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ACT III1.

The scene is the same as for Acts 1 and 11.

Lnter hurriedly a man in the service of CREUSA.

Serv. Good women, where shall I find my
lady, Erechtheus’ daughter? For I have traversed
every quarter of the city seeking her, and I meet
her not.

Cho. What is toward, fellow-servant? What
eagerness is in thy foot, and what message dost
thou bring?

Serv. They are hunting us. The officers of
this town are seeking her that she may be stoned
to death.

Cho. Woe’s me! What wilt thou say ? Surely
we have not been detected in seeking to contrive
the young man’s secret murder?

Serv.  Thou hast hit it. And thou as soon as
any shalt have thy share of punishment.

Cho. And how was the secret device dis-
covered ?

Serv. The attempt of right to defeat wrong
the god detected, not willing to be defiled.

Cho. How? I implore and pray thee, tell us
that ; for we shall die the easier for having learned,
if die we must,—or live.
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The CHORUS enters during the following speech.

Serv. When Creiisa’s husband departed, leaving
the god’s shrine and taking his new son to the
banquet and sacrifices which he was furnishing
forth to the gods,—Xuthus, I say, went away to
the place where leaps the fire of Bacchus, that he
might besprinkle the two peaks of Dionysus with
blood of slaughtered victims as offerings for the
sight of his child. So he took victims and went.
But the young man with religious care proceeded
to set firm on uprights the open framework of his
tent, having made due observation of the sun’s
rays. Then a herald, going on tip-toe forth, bade
any of Delphi who would, to come to the banquet.
And when the tent was filled, gay with garlands,
they satisfied their souls with abundant cates.
When they had done with the pleasure of the
feasting, an old man came forward and stood in
the middle of the floor, and roused loud laughter
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among the banqueters with his officious service.
For imposing the labour on himself unasked, he
poured the water for their hands from the golden
ewers, and burned the oozings of the myrrh for in-
cense, and took the ordering of the golden goblets.
And when they came to the music and the loving-
cup, the old man said they must away with the small
wine-cups and bring large, that (as he said) ‘these
gentlemen may quicklier come to a pleasant mood.’
Then was there toil of men that brought in beakers
of beaten gold and silver; and with pretence of
honour to his young master, the old man chose a
special cup from among the others and gave it to
him full, having dropped into the wine a potent
drug, which, they say, my lady gave him, that the
new-found son might die. And no man knew this.
But, while the youth held the cup in his hands, one
of the servants let fall a contrary word; and he,
having been reared among seers of knowledge,
regarded it as an omen and bade fill another bowl,
and the former libation he poured upon the ground,
and bade all pour out likewise. And a silence
followed ; and we filled sacred bowls with water
and the vintage of Byblus. And amid all this
a troop of doves came flying into the hall,—for
they dwell undisturbed about the house of Loxias—
and when the banqueters had poured out their
wine, the birds, in eagerness to drink, dipped their
beaks into it and drank it down their fair-plumed
necks. And to all the others the god’s libation
did no hurt; but she that settled where the new-
found son had poured, after tasting the wine,
straightway quivered through all her feather’d body
and staggered and screamed with an unintelligible
note,—a cry of anguish. And all the company of
feasters were amazed at the bird’s agonies; and at
last amid convulsive spasms her tiny feet and claws
fell slack, and she died. Then that son of prophecy,
throwing off his cloak, leapt over the table and
cried: ‘Who is it that purposed to work my death ?
Disclose, old man; for thine was that zealous
service, and from thy hand I received the cup’
And straightway he gripped him by his aged arm
and searched him, that he might catch the old
servitor red-handed with proof upon him. And he
was detected, and under torture was brought to con-
fess Creiisa’s crime and the contriving of the cup.
And at once he rushed forth, that boy of Loxias
of whom the Pythian answer spake,—his feasters
with him,—and he stood amid the lords of Pytho
and said: ‘O holy city, the strange woman, the
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daughter of Erechtheus, seeks to compass my death
with poison!’” And the princes of Delphi gave
sentence not by one vote, but by many, that my
lady die flung from the cliff, for seeking to kill the
holy youth and attempting murder in the precincts,
and all the city is seeking for her. Miserably
hath she set forth upon a path of misery.

Cho. Alack! Impossible, impossible for me
is any escape from death. For now this thing is
manifest, manifest through the violent death caused
by the libation made from Dionysus’ grape mingling
with the blood-drops of the swift-working viper.
Manifest is that sacrifice to the gods below, work-
ing to my own life destruction and stony death for
my mistress. Where can I betake me in escape
from death, from death by the stones? Soaring on
wings into the air or going down into earth’s dark
caverns, mounting a chariot sped by steeds of
swiftest hoof or on deck of ship? Concealment is
impossible save when a god will provide escape.

What, oh, what suffering, my poor mistress,
awaits thy soul? Is it not like that having sought
to do hurt to others, we shall be the sufferer our-
selves,—as indeed is just?

XO.
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CREUSA enters hurriedly, R.

C». Maidens, I am pursued; they would slay
and kill me under a vote of the lords of Pytho,
and I must be given up.

Cho. Alas, lady, we know thy misadventure
and thy plight.

Cr. Whither then can I fly? Hardly did I
escape from the house and cheat my slayers; and
by stealth have I fled through my foes and come
hither.

Cho. 'Whither but to the altar?

Cr. And what gain is that?

Cho. A suppliant may not be slain.

Cr. But it is by the law that I perish.
Cho. Ay, if they get thee in their power.

Cr. Look; my bitter adversaries haste hither,

armed with swords !

Cho. Sit now upon the place of sacrifice;
for though thou die while there, thou wilt bring on
them the guilt of thy blood, and thou must risk
the chance.

CREUSA clings to the altar in jfront of the Temple.
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THE ION OF EURIPIDES.

Ion. O, bull-shaped form of her ancestor
Cephissus, what a viper or serpent, flashing forth
deadly flame of fire, didst thou gender in this
woman, in whom all wickedness harbours! She is
not less baneful than the Gorgon-venom wherewith
she would have slain me. Happy that this befell,
before I came to Athens and came into my step-
mother’s power ; for among my friends I took the
measure of thy nature and found what a baleful
foe to me thou art. For hadst thou ensnared me
within thy house, thou wouldst have sent me sheer
to the house of Hades. IL.ook at the creature how
she caps one cunning shift with another; she
crouches at the god’s altar thinking thus to evade
the penalty of her deeds. But neither altar nor
temple of Apollo shall save thee ; and the pity thou
claimest rises stronger in my heart for myself and
for my mother,—for truly, though she be far away,
I have not yet forgotten that mother’s name. Seize
her, that the unshorn tresses of her hair may be
combed fine by the ledges of Parnassus, whence she
shall be flung bounding from the rock like a quoit.

Cr. 1 warn thee, slay me not; and I speak
both for myself and for the god in whose court we
stand.

Zlon.  And what hast thou to do with Phoebus?

Cr. 1 commit my person to the god to keep
inviolate.

Jon. And yet thou wouldst have killed the

god’s minister with poison ?

C». Nay, thou didst belong to Loxias no more,
but to thy father.

JTon. Nay, T became the god’s son;—I speak
of the time before my father came.

Cr. Yes, then thou wast the god’s; but now
it is I who am his, and thou no longer.

Ion. No righteous votary thou ; but mine for
those years was a holy life.

Cr. 1 tried to kill an enemy of my house.

Jlon. Surely 1 never came with arms against
thy land.

Cr. Ay, so; and thou wouldst have brought

fire into Erechtheus’ house.

ITon. Why, where are the torches, and where
the flame?
Cr. It was thy purpose to take my home

perforce and make it thine.

Ion. And then for fear of a purpose wouldst
thou have killed me?

Cr. Ay, that I might not die when thou
shouldst leave off purposing, and act.
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28 THE ION OF EURIPIDES.

Ion. Being childless, thou art jealous that my | IQ. ¢fovels dmais odo” el maryp énipé pe.
father has discovered me,
Cr. Are the homes of the childless therefore to | KP. ov rav drékvov 877 dvapmdoes Suovs;
be thy prey?
ITon. Yes, if my father gives to me what he won. | IQ. warpds ye y9v 8iddvros 4v éxrrigaro.
Cr. And what rights have the sons of Aeolus | KP. rois Aldhov 8 7ds periv vfs IlalAddos;
to the land of Pallas?
Ion. Not with words but with deeds of arms, | IQ. Sndowow admjv od Adyois éppvaaro.
he saved it.
Cr. An ally becomes not an owner of the land. | KP. émixovpos oikjjrop ¥ dv ovk ey xBovés.
Jon. Butwe, thealiens, had we at'least no patri- | IQ. 4uiv 8 5 dA\a morpicis ovk v uépos;
mony ?
Cr. Shield and spear. There, believe me, is all | KP. 8¢’ dowis éyxos 0™ %8¢ oor mapmryoia.
your wealth.
Jon. Leave the altar and that holy place. IQ. é&Mewre Bopov kal Genldrovs €dpas.
Cr. Talk to thine own mother thus, wherever | KP. mjv ayv dmov ot uqrép’ éori vovbéres
she be.
Jon.  Shalt thou not suffer for this attempt upon | IQ. ov & oy vdpéfers {nplav xrelvovs” éué;
my life?
Cr. Ay, if thou wilt slay me within the pre- | KP. v ¢ évros afbrov 1avdé pe opdéar Gérys.
cincts here.
Ion. What pleasure hast thou in dying among | IQ. =is 98ov cor Oeot favelv & oréupact;
the garlands of the gods?
Cr. It will pain one who has given pain to me. | KP. Avmjoouév 7’ &v Aedvmijpect tmo.
Jon. Out upon it! It is strange how ill the | 1Q. ¢eb.
gods have laid down their laws for men,—with Sewov ye Bvyrols Tovs vpovs s ob rkaAds
what lack of wisdom! For the altar should be no
place where the guilty may find refuge; they
should be driven forth. It is not meet that the
hand of the wicked should even touch the gods;
but the just, wronged innocence, should find pro-

yrev 6 feos 0v8 dmo yvopuns codis:
Tovs piv ydp ddikovs Buwov ovy ilew épny,
AN éehavvers 0Ud¢ ydp Yavew kalov

A \ ~ ~ * 3 Q7
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tection at holy altar, and not good and bad, seeking tepa kafilew Soms fduerr éxpiy,
the same sanctuary, enjoy equal favour from the xal p) "ml TodTo TObT vt Exew loov
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Enter the PYTHIA, a prophetess of Apollo, from the Temple. She is attended by two maidens, one of whom carries
a cradle, wrapped in bands of wool.

Pyth. 1 bid thee pause, my son; for passing | IIY. ’Enioxes, & wai 7piwoda ydp xpnoTipov
over the precinct here I come from the seat of Merodoa Bpiykod 7088 SmepBilhe mdda
oracle, the prophetess of Phoebus, guardian of the
tripod’s primeval use, from all Delphian women
the god’s special choice.

Jon. Hail, dear mother mine, though not mine | 1Q. xoip’, & ¢pidy por pijrep, 0V Texodod mep.
in blood.

Pyth. At least I had the name, and the sound | IIY. dAX’ oby éAeydued 4 pdris & ob por mukpd.
of it is not unpleasing to me.

ITon. Didst hear how this woman sought trea- | IQ. kovoas ds @ Ekrever 7de uqxavals;
cherously to kill me?

Pyth. 1 did; and thou dost wrong to be so ‘ IIY. 7kovoa’ xal 60 ¥ 6uos &v GuapTdves.
cruel. |
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THE ION OF

Jon. Must I not seek to take the life of those
who sought mine ?

Pyth. The wife is ever the step-child’s enemy.

Jon. And we our step-mother’s, when we suffer
wrong.

Pyth. Say not so. Since thou art leaving the

sanctuary and going to thy native land—

Tonn. What must I do, then, obedient to thy
counsel ?

Pyth. Go to Athens with pure hands and
happy omen.

JTon. Clean is any man that slays his foe.

Pyth. Nay, nay. Listen to the story that

I have to tell.

Jon. Say on; whatever thy words, they will
come from a loving heart.

Pyth. Dost thou see this that I am bearing in
my arms?

ITon. 1 see an ancient cradle wrapped with fillets.

Pyth. 1In this I received thee long ago, a new-
born babe.

Jon. What sayest thou?
a new shape.

Pyth. Yes,for I kept secret what I now disclose.

Ton. And why didst thou conceal it all the
long years since thou didst find me?

Pyth. The god wished to have thee to minister
to him in his house.

ITon. And does not wish it now ?
know this ?

Pyth. Now that he has declared thy father,
he sends thee from the land.

Ion. Was it at his bidding, or wherefore, that
thou didst preserve this ?

Pyth. Loxias then put it into my heart—

Ion. To do what? Speak and conclude thy
story.

Pyth. To save this thing I found until now.

JTonz. But what gain or hurt is in it, that touches
me?

Pytkh. Hidden here are the tokens which were
upon thee.

JTon. Thou bringest me a clue to find my mother.

Pyth. Ay, since the god now wills it, albeit
he did not before.

Jon. O day of blessed revelations !

Pyth. Now take them and seek thy mother.

Jon. Am I to visit all Asia and the limits of
Europe?

Pyth. Thou must decide. At the god’s will
[ reared thee, my child, and at his will I give

This story comes in

How shall 1
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these things up to thee, which (though without

express command) he wished me to take and keep;
though wherefore he wished it, I cannot say. No
one of mortal men knew that I had these things,
nor where they were hidden. And now farewell...

I kiss thee even as though thou wert my very child. \

THE ION OF EURIPIDES.
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The PYTHIA retives into the Temple.

lon. Ah, me! Ah, me! The welling tears
fall from my eyes as my thoughts go back to the
hour when my mother, bride of secrecy, made
away with me by stealth and gave me not the
breast, but left me to live a nameless menial’s life
in the halls of the god. Good have been the god’s
gifts to me, but the hand of fortune heavy. For all
the time when I should have been nurtured softly
in my mother’s arms and have had some joy of life,
I knew no mother’s loving care. Unhappy, too, is
she who bare me, for she has suffered the same hard
lot and lost a mother’s joys. And now I will take
this cradle and bear it as an offering to the god,
lest I discover a thing I would not; for if my
mother is some slave, it were worse to find her,
than not to know. Phoebus, to thy shrine I make
offering of this cradle...Nay, where are my wits?
I fight against the god’s intent in preserving for
me these tokens of my mother. I must open it
and face the issue; for whatever my doom I
cannot overpass it. O holy fillets and fastenings,
wherewith these dear tokens have been guarded,
what, I wonder, do ye conceal for me? See how,
by some cause divine, the cradle that sheltered
and enfolded me has not waxed old; there is no
mould upon the plaitings. Howbeit the time that
has passed upon these treasures is long indeed.

Cr. What unexpected sight is this ?
Jfon. Peace! Thou hast ever been my foe.
C». Chide me not. I cannot hold my peace;

for I see the cradle in which I exposed thee, my
son, when thou wast still but a new-born babe.
I will leave this altar, even if I must die.

ITon. Secize her! The god pricks her to madness
and she leaves the carven altar. Bind her arms!

Cr. Slay and desist not, for I will cling to
this cradle, and to thee, and what is hidden
therein.

Jon. Is not this monstrous?
tends a claim to me.

Cr. Noj; thou art mine own, found by love.

Ion. 1 thine own! And thou didst plot to
kill me?

The woman pre-
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Cr. Yes, thou art my child, a mother’s dearest.

Jon. Enough of thy pretences; I shall convict
thee palpably.

Cr. May I come to the test!
seek, my son.

Jon. Is this cradle empty, or is aught con-
tained in it?

That is what I

Cr. It holds the tokens wherein I exposed
thee once.
Jlorz. And wilt thou name the things before

thou see them?

Cr. Yes; and if I fail, I engage to die.

Ion. Speak, for there is something strange in
thy assurance.

Cr. Search for a web that I once wove, when
a little maid.

JTon. Its character? Maids weave many things.

Cr. Itis unfinished ; as it were, prentice-work
of the loom.

Ton. What is the fashion of it? Thou must

not catch me that way.

Cr. There is a Gorgon woman in the centre of
the stuff.

Ion. O Zeus, is this fate that tracks me home?

Cr. And it is fringed with snakes in the

manner of an aegis.

Zon. Behold!

Cr. O how long it is since my maiden loom
wrought that!

Jon. 1s there aught besides, or is this thy one
lucky hit?

Cr. There are snakes of gold, a treasure of
olden time.

Jon. See, they are here; and one thing more,
which I long to be told.

Cr. 1 placed then upon thy head a wreath of
the olive which first Athena brought to the hill of
Athens. If it still exists, it has in no wise lost its
greenness, but sprung from that sacred stock, keeps
ever fresh,

Jon. O dearest mother, I fall upon thy cheek,
glad with thine own gladness.

Cr. Myson! My light, dearer—the god of light
will pardon me,—dearer than the light of heaven! I
hold thee in my arms, found when hope was gone,
when I thought that thou wast dwelling in the
lower world beneath the earth, with the dead and
Persephone.

Ion. Nay, dear mother, held in thy arms I
seem like one that was dead now dead no more.

Cr. O expanse of the bright sky ! What words,
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Whence has come to me
Whence have I re-

what cry shall T utter?
this unlooked for happiness?
ceived this joy ?

ZIon. Thy words find utterance for my heart no
less than thine.

C». Childless and without offspring am I no
longer. Our house becomes a home, and the land
has a prince. Erechtheus revives, and the earth-
born house no longer is in darkness, but looks up
clear to the shining sun.

lonn. Mother, let my father come and share this
pleasure which I have given you both.

Cr. O my child, my child, what is it thou
sayest? How is my guilt discovered !

fon. What sayest thou?

Cr. Thy birth was secret, secret...

lon. Alas! was I a love-child of thy girlhood ?

Cr. Not with torches or with dances were

the nuptials graced that gave thee life, my
child.

fon. Ah, woe! Am I base-born, mother?

Cr. Let her who slew the Gorgon hear me—
Jon. 'What dost thou say?

Cr. Who sits enthroned upon our cliffs, upon

the olive-clad height—

fon. A, thou glosest. Thy words are mean-
ingless.
Cr. By the rock where the nightingales sing,

with Phoebus—

fon. What dost thou say of Phoebus?

C». 1 was in secret wed.

Jlon. Speak, for thou wilt give me good news
and happy.

Cr. At the tenth moon I bare thee, with

secret pangs to Phoebus.

fon. Oh, welcome, welcome is that word, if
thou sayest true.

Cho. Seeing what hath now come to pass, let
no man think aught beyond expectation any more,

Cr. By Athena, by the Victory that battled
once beside Zeus’ chariot against the brood of
Earth, no mortal man is thy father, child, but he
who reared thee, the king Loxias.

{on. How, then, gave he his own son to another

father, saying that I was the very son of Xuthus?

' Cr. Not his very son. Loxias did but give thee
to him, being his own offspring; as indeed a man
might give his own son to a friend, to be heir of
his house.

fon. Mother—whether the god be true or false
doth confound my soul! Nay, I will go into the
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temple and ask of Phoebus whether I am sprung of
mortal father, or of Loxias...

Let us fly, mother, lest we look on things divine,
if it be not opportune that we should see.

’ o ’
aAX ioTopnow Poiflov eicerfov Souovs,
» 3 3N ~ \ Y ’
el elul Ovyrov warpos, eite Aoflov.

k3 -~ A ’
pedyoper, & Tekovoa, Wy Ta Saudvev

€ A~ 3 \ ’ b3 t 3 ~ e A
opoper, el py kapos éol Huds opav.

ATHENA advances jrom the Temple.

Ath. Fly not, for I am no foe from whom ye
flee, but your friend in this place, as in Athens.
I am Pallas, by whose name your land is called,
and I am come in eager haste from Apollo. He
thought not fit to come himself before you, lest he
should hear reproach concerning the past, but sends
me to tell you his message :—that this woman is thy
mother and thy father Apollo; and that he gave
thee to whom he gave thee, not as unto thy father,
but that he might bring thee to a royal home.
But that I may conclude the matter for the god
and fulfil his revelation, hear from me that for which
I yoked my chariot. Do thou, Creiisa, take this
boy and go to the land of Cecrops, and set him on
the royal throne; for sprung of the lineage of
Erechtheus, he is worthy to rule my land. Famous
through Hellas shall he be; for his sons, four scions
of one root, shall give their names to the land and
to the tribal peoples of the same who dwell upon
my sacred hill. Now fare ye well, for after this
recovery from affliction, I promise to you a life of
happiness.

Jon. O Pallas, daughter of mightiest Zeus, not
with unbelief will we receive thy words. 1 believe
that I am the son of Loxias and of my mother
here. That was not incredible before.,

Cr. My son, let us go home.,

Ath. Go, and I will go with you.

Cr. A noble guardian of our path; ay, one
who loves our city.

Atlk. Take thy seat upon the ancient throne.

(Lor vemains silent.)
Noble, I trow, is the possession !

Clho. O Apollo, son of Zeus and Leto, fare-
well. He whose house is vexed with afflictions,
must revere the gods and faint not. For at the
last the good receive according to their deserving,
but the wicked, because they are wicked, must ever
fail to prosper.

Cr.
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4 Andante sostenuto.
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ACT IIL

No13. Introduction and Melodrama.

Allegro agitato.
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No 14. Melodrama and Chorus.

Allegro agitato.

)
e e
- S rE e
THER. [J) - Y T n
L, , f Gel 3" elhog ... Myel
TORATHE Te pnYavde — 2 4 -~
*)-—H—6 E.' — - — : 1 Y —— ’-.7
Z Ht T _‘P'__—h_ T LA R 4 F A 7
Zan 4 .
{"‘E? TR R tﬂ“ﬁ
A | . ) ~ L.
P e ey S e e r— R S
P 7 TS 1 t-:i_lﬂl 1 5 7 7 SN
g Ei ;’ ~— 14 Y I
o yala oepvy, -.... Sviioxopey ACRPEY....pOVoY WOELOAY P |
, - ~
: i f‘ £ -
i (™7 Y A & T 11 & h 4
4 | 1 7 Py ’ ‘ E r_—_g | —— 7 mm
A=
| _‘:
% , z.
. - — e ) o O
SF bttt atin b F o aa e iy = e
R e == = AR

~ ~ ~ ’ [
ndca 8¢ DMTel KON ... GEOV

S bt e T e e
[J] \"L_J.—J
R e e ke b e ek ke
Z ll."; }1 T
0
o

K liml




61

£ 1 | . | N \ A
#%};j hY Ff- I T A 1N N
. L] & |RY . L) 7
Vi A P 0 0
é' el 1 ) - ]
O} | ! i -
lost, oh  lost, and ‘N0 escape, whereshouldwe fly,
3 3 i ’ ~
€07, oUX  €0T - - LY ha -va-tou o - pd - Tpo-Ra
Q — i b e
y .S IR R . i 2 78 p—r ﬁj
7T L1 7 e

= v SEeserer

== e
oIl : 1
p” A N\ Y A\ ; T 1N N
Y SN AN InY N 1 1V & & [ 4 (] -
V. ! ; 1 & d! I [ [ /
N L] / —
__ should we fly, where? —
— pe - de-w pot
41 P = -
H-h - o p a0 o p o s o
7 7 1 5 ] 1 1 1 I I 1 O 1
- —— %.L K » /P_'P—‘P——b_’b—b——“b"‘—‘H' —
o) + ¥ 14#4 #) }. ! I~ 1 | VYo
T e e 7W@W
—“r't#&'!'v' wlaisit et ae Hesmit -
H 1 mf N
)7 A ) N N 1.\ N 3 N N N 1 1Y 1
e e e e e
o7 L — —o'— ¢ e — e — S
We are lost. we are lost, none may save us.
@a - Ve - pa, $a - ve - pa yip wd o - 0
/’-—\‘
4y = === rT] —
- s :hE — S - T 1
fi. » fi. » f;’. Iy
iz vV ¥ 1 F T I I 4;‘
T 1 L ] f |
g ' T X  N— i X | k; h— ..
A o —phy—a
5 e e SEEe=—s
In the cuphathbetrayed us. hath betrayed The fa - tal poi - son;
omov - B3¢ ex M-ov-U - ooy Bot - ph-wv 4o - d¢ eY-(8 - vag




cresc. . - - - -
o1 pe NI :
TP AN K T VR W A WY — . . r
B Cam— N hw- 7 v
VI ¢ Vi -’ 7 AR =] T 1] 1] 14 J 4
v el i T T Ll | 1 V4
D)} ! i y— !
And hathnot coverd the fell de-sign,
ota - Y0-0v Y- - péy - ag o-vw

1 1 1 1 &
l r b_H . V4 ’bo
: e P——
oI J e
*}L”l- - - - .
N/ D
o F—r—F—+
Whereshould we fly,____
pa - ve - ga B0 - .
b = .
{ v & & 1 d ld| Ig [d ld lé ¥ 1 I.
¥ OO e | o, g, | ® v
S i S
0 % } 1 1 ; g g g
i —— ——— e —— 2. 2. 2 ————=
Sa—
: : —y—¢& 1,
T D P
O where? O where? See tha~ven-ger up -

- pa-ta vep -

TE ~ v

< N )
G\)P.—(l’/(/—pdt ey e -

! ! L -
g : S —
. I 174 |4 17 V4 I 17 1 I k i
), T ’7 T r r r 14 T Y—1 T I
on thetrack; They will slay us, and  they will slay our la - -
p Bl - w, Al - gt-pot 88 xa - ta - glho-pal des - wmol - -
A i Ll‘- — L > D
) q‘- 2 . h‘ : S .




63

A 1~ .

1 2 P I - - N ]
5t 5 e
%' 3 r—F—F

- - dw. Where should we
- - - Va. b bt( - va Qu-
1‘ -‘ ..!- .l'- . 7R
G g fefeter . ipsbteter g bu
- . ! L P‘ b P T 11
& L] -
7 1
4 | , crese. - - -, - - -

i\r’I 70 N . ___Fc E D b

T e 7 ¥ P P P——F
fly, ____ shouldwe fly to, Where, wheremaywesinkto,or where as-cend for
Yo me-gb-e3 - oav 1 ¥00 -¥9g V- 15 ox0l --wv  pu- GV Top-

DU N A
e

1
e — bio-* P
V. V'
GE: #

be - bb

Jf dim. - - - - -

. N N 1 P L
. ry b L2 . Rl
. %4 . | T
S I I ] 17 1 ] 18 |74 I 1 hl gf
[J] ! ! 14 . f T ! ¥
re - - fuge, Out of sight, out of reach, out of des -
eV - - 0 fa - vad -Tov Ael - OL- pov dt - av
78 b b
. . : -
# . b.# ; b
i B
1 1 1 1 1 W1
1 R — | 1 T } L &
dim. - - - - -
| 9
Pl
B
= =y & bz & ™

G T
1 J. Y - 1. ny : 5
. . H . '7 ﬂ L]
e [S~~" | ) Y ) |
truc - tion. Onl___ 611! to ride Oh! {0
a - moged - - Yeov___ Teb-pinmwy & - - xis -
/.’—\ . # /.'__\ # rY . /.’W\ .
: : ; 'Y ¥ Wi S : :
+ : 5 . . - i oY DY
| . t T T kil
il T 1 1 |
U [ B I 17 ‘ T RN
- - - - »

Y

]
Kyl

<«
RNl
o
ol
Rl



/) . P
N ry Y80 1A
EE=r—ere—rca % .
o , i S | ;
ride a - way_._ and to fly. to
Tay Ya - Aav en -1 - fic 1 npopE - -
e —— s
5 dp kBT 2 i3
LM 'R : O — —d
RA\av4 1 I i }
[} ' '
cerese.

> PErE =‘Liglgﬁ=ﬁ::m:ﬁ=ﬁ:ﬁ=ﬁ
thw — —— (OO A O A OGO Gngeye | gey0ge 0,50y
¥ e X 2 fki h;g be
fly the a - ven -ger.
4 ba. by N ANDN do
g L A ] Ny
(1= —He—g & ¥ =
At Y ! hd '
U r |4 T i
fly, fly the a - - ven - ger.
vag En-1 va - - G

BT T

N

A
™~

ﬁi‘ REEE

M % ﬁ: %
e i =

4 = = = = 9
| £an 8
[,
g P o P ol
rotproiateter
Yol ‘F'—FT—F‘— JF_' h - P ) ﬁ /’—\ Pt A
“b"““b ?r I 1 ::mm | e
)’ » _'/ ne
of . Sz dim. _ - - , - - - - -
. . 7n
- % : .
Z ! . . ~
I . [0
| : & 4
= -
Piu animato. _
Aﬂ p { 1 i 3 1 Jl ?'\‘
&6 = —1—5+ = ey g e—r
A = ! ‘ é
No  se-cret is safe, _ if it please not
ox éo-T Aa - - gl 6 -1 1
/)
1 S
-+ ] | II (r
[ |
T i
b S L RS A M
AR |
{ T 1 1 1T = 1T %—%

&

“ﬂﬁj TSI T

9

ELES =2

4

e



65

l T —

| A N
 fan ] - t } .L—?L:P_"“—P_' —% Y= e - =
N 1 1 (™2 i I i 1
[J] o .‘. 7 T T 1 i

hea - ven__  to hide it. to hide it.
Xen - Zov he - g Ex-xhém - et

4 i
W;% :
Ui LAt e e s

0./ ] . 1
e I ) . ry 3
G ’ o oK # == =
D) 14 e VRSN ¥ ! 1 |4
Andthou, 0! thou artlost, our la - dy, art lost,
t mot, w pe -ME-a 85 - moL - va, pE -vel
. r B ———
o :
— [V —
prmm—
\—/ \_—/

AL . N poco a poco accel.
| I ] i
vV
ut - - fer - 1y lost.
Yv - - x| o ma-0ely;
/) . — N >
y’ A T
V.8 ry T & e
| .0 WO L VA ) I I 1 t/‘
bu ;'].6 o - i 1 .
V/ # b by ]
P YOCO (. poco accil. ‘
1 1 1 1 1 1 L. 1
\__—_/
2 n « | |
7 : ; = = T — 2 5
A\ | 1 ‘ . - v 1
T = 0 t
truc - tion hunts the des - - - troy - er
v - o 8pd - on T xa X
/)
%—ﬂ?ﬁ: | S | T
1 1 | B - R
b \___/
o - - S U M [ 1




66
erese.

| | ] I\
I ! ¥ { I IN
& - — = b > D s
L]
T I
See how the mis - chief re - - turns to plague
T09¢ ne - Aag a - Tt mEL - - - 06 -peb)

i el lete e lete 2= PR —
-t pum iy g | g — g g —F —=
3. 333 5 333 3. 73
1
AT ; = =
D% —1 -
[J) (l}ty’ Enter Kreousa. l)';' b };
|, =2 2 2 sher,, 2he, e, V& LY
1|} 7 :F: - -
L), ”
jf A S s 1 . b ]
(Fﬁ» jj—}‘:i: 1 1 1 le ;’}; ] WA l[l W
1 - | v 7] P )
=S
e —
£ Ebebebey N —~ : ~
G Lt et e
A AR I A 12T |
h P s kg b Hpoonohoy, 4. yYiyvopat
l:/B\‘I'- |.IF- : -I'- -l'- lf. -IP- h’-I'- 1 _ﬁh - N > r;\
i\@ﬁi}!:hgttﬁ:w Thog a1 7o, rd z
Yol 4 L—Jg—l & " g~
A~ m LN TN =) bf_,"_ﬁ_b
e — = ¥ ) ]
; 7 r.y 7] I = r' re e~/ ]
¢ 177V cHor, 7 17 xr ,
JT== lopev.dtddang, ... BT TS gl plyw Bt .., Bupiipetc Y
e N
e & Thege 7o 4 & ] z
—F T  —— N ]
- -@ :- =

ST basse-----



67

Al?ﬁter Ion.f
. egro feroce.
0 .I'- \ m e — T ﬁ [3) g1 T 1 : 2
| : - e -
i })17 1 N
CHOR. _ = . , it
f.\‘( Le Viv mugds €mt. xav bae Y&p...... 8e Ty TV f " . b'?
I - 1 al - ”I = - §. ‘/1 1 :
E=3 =2 - v —

SO USSY -+wnrermermerennceaes

n 1 i’

accel. - -

R~

i

h\:

10N,
Q2 TAUPOROPPOV oo X T

L

ESiE=iigis
u; =

N° 15. Melodrama.
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No16. Chorus.

Andante peggnte.
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N918. Final Chorus.

Allegro moderato. Alla marcia. :
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The End.



