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SYNOPSIS OF THE MISCHIANZA

The story of the festival in honor of General Howe's de-
parture from Philadelphia during the British occupation in the
Revolutionary War offers colorful material for a musical work,
particularly if costumes and effective lighting are to be added to

the production.

This musical setting for the dramatic episode shows the
grounds of Joseph Wharton, the Quaker Duke, at Walnut Grove,
which was in the vicinity of Fourth and Dickinson Streets. The
stage shows a gayly costumed throng on the evening of the fete.
The song of invitation is gay to the point of jubilation. At
its close a company of pierrots in white with black ruffs and black
buttons and pierrettes in black gowns with white trimmings burst
through the throng and sing their mad<ap song through which
runs the melancholy thread of thought for the dying soldiers.

These are succeeded by the octette of courtly dames and
beaus who step “the lilting measures of the minuette.” The
dance comes to a graceful end as a beau and his lady fair sing
the old story of love in the moonlight and stroll off among the
lantern festooned walnut trees.

Now succeeds a strain that sings of the harem and the
desert. It is the immemorial rhapsody of the Orient and it is
sung by a group in Persian or Arabian costumes. As its cadence
dies away the merry throng bursts into an abandon of care free
frivolity.

A voice that comes like a blow in the face stops the frolic.
It is the appeal of a young patriot invoking the name of freedom
and crying shame to the Tories of the town. The singer wakes
the patriotism of the surging citizens and the scene comes to its
close with a magnificent patriotic chant that hfts the colorful

spectacle to a dramatic conclusion.
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EXTRACTS DESCRIBING THE MISCHIANZA FROM

“HUGH WYNNE?”
By DR. S. WEIR MITCHELL

At noon I bought an “Observer,” and learned that Mr. Howe had
lost a spaniel dog, and that there was to be a great festival that night in
honour of Sir William Howe’s departure for England.

o o o

My way north took me close to Walnut Grove, the old country-seat of
my father’s friend, Joseph Wharton, whom, on account of his haughty ways
the world’s people wickedly called the Quaker duke. The noise of people
come to see, and the faint strains of distant music, had for an hour remind-
ed me, as I came nearer the Gardens of Walnut Grove, that what McLane
had called the great fandango in honour of Sir William Howe was in full
activity. Here in the tall box alleys, as a child, I had many times played,
and every foot of the ground was pleasingly familiar.

The noise increased as I approached through the growing darkness ; for
near where the lane reached the Delaware was a small earthwork, the last of
those I needed to visit. I tried after viewing it to cross the double rows of
grenadiers who guarded this road, but was rudely repulsed, and thus had
need to go back of their line and around the rear of the mansion. When
opposite to the outhouses used for servants I paused in the great crowd of
townsfolk who were applauding or sullenly listening to the music heard
through the open windows. I had no great desire to linger, but as it was
dark I feared no recognition, and stayed to listen to the fine band of the
Hessians and the wild clash of their cymbals, which, before these Germans
came, no one had heard in the colonies.

e D o

It was meant to honour Sir William Howe, a man more liked than

respected, and as a soldier beneath contempt.

o D o

A great variety of evergreen trees and shrubs gave the house a more

shaded look than the season would otherwise have afforded. Among these were




countless lanterns illuminating the grounds, and from the windows on all
sides a blaze of light was visible.

The walls were ‘covered with mirrors, lent for the occasion, and the
room I commanded was beautifully draped with flags and hangings. Young
blacks stood at the doors, or came and went with refreshments. These
servants were clad in blue and white, with red turbans and metal collars
and bracelets. The six Knights of the Blended Roses, or some like silli-
ness, had cast their queer raiments and were in uniform. Their six chosen
ladies were still in partycoloured costumes, which were not to my taste.
Most of the women -- there were but some threescore, almost all Tories
or Moderates — were in gorgeous brocades and the wide hoop skirts of the
day. The extravagance of the costumes struck me. The head-dresses, a foot
above the head with aigrets and feathers and an excess of powder, seemed
to me quite astonishing.

I stood motionless, caught by the beauty of the moving picture before
me. | have ever loved colour, and here was a feast of it hard to equal.

< < o

They were walking a minuet, and its tempered grace, which I have
never ceased to admire, scemed to suit well the splendour of embroidered
gowns and the brilliant glow of the scarlet coats. I began to note the
faces and to see them plainly, being, as I have said, not fifteen feet away
from the window. Sir William Howe was dancing with Miss Redman.
I was struck, as others have been, with his likeness to Washington, but
his face wanted the undisturbed serenity of our great chief’s.

I had no right to be there; I was off the track of duty. I stood
a moment; the night was dark; lights gleamed far out on the river from
the battleships. The strains of their bands fell and rose, faintly heard
in the distance.

I saw, as it were before me with distinctness the camp on the windy
hill, the halfstarved, ragged men, the face of the great chief they loved,
Once again I looked back on this contrasting scene of foolish luxury, and
turned to go from where I felt I never should have been.
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