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Program Notes:

Changong Qu, a Chinese Qu poem from the Yuan Dynasty, was written by Xu Zaisi (fl. 

fourteenth century). The poem in my own translation reads:

For my whole life, 

longing was unknown to me,

just when I have learned longing,

I suffered longing.

My body is like a drifting cloud,

my heart, floating cotton,

and my spirit, 

is like threads, fluttering

Alone is the remaining fragrance,

where is he now?

When will the illness of longing come?

When the light is half dim,

When the moon is half bright. 

The song was greatly inspired by the singing techniques of Kunqu, one of the oldest 

surviving forms of Chinese opera, dating back to the fourteenth century, and Peking Opera, 

which originated in Beijing (Peking) in the eighteenth century. The subtle restrained nuances 

of the music - the controlled interaction of dynamics, rhythm, and intensity - reflect the idea 

of using the opposites to create a specific atmosphere and state of mind. 



Performance Notes:

1)    All glissandos are performed throughout the duration of the notes.

2)    All grace notes are performed on the beat.

3)    For the lyrics, the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) markings are given under the 

Chinese characters. 

Duration: ca. 5 minutes
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