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PREFACE.

ENRY LAWES (1595—1662) is known by name to many readers

who have never heard his music, because of his association with

more than one of the poets of his time. Herrick praised him, ‘the excellent

Composer of his Lyricks,” and Milton wrote a sonnet in commendation of

his music, which, though it is familiar to all, is here reprinted exactly as
it appeared in Lawes's Choice Psalmes, 1648.

To my Friend M*. Henry Lawes.

Arry, whofe tunefull and well meafur'd fong
Firft taught our Englifh Mufic how to {pan
Words with juft note and accent, not to fcan
With Midas eares, committing fhort and long,
Thy worth and skill exempts thee from the throng,
With praife enough for Envie to look wan :
To after age thou fhalt be writ the man
That with {fmooth Aire couldft humour beft our tongue.
Thou honour’ft Verfe, and Verfe muft lend her wing
To honour thee, the Prieft of Plhabus Quire,
- Fhe ftory That tunft their happieft Lines in hymne or * ftory.
fet by himin Dante fhall give Fame leave to fet thee higher
Then his Cafella, whom he woo'd to fing,
Met in the milder fhades of Purgatory.
F. Milton.

Milton’s ‘“ magnificent compliment,” if allowance is made for a certain
poetical over-statement, gives on the whole a just criticism of Lawes’s work.
If we leave out of count the Polyphonic writers (who had their own diffi-
culties of accentuation and their own methods of overcoming them), it is
true to say that Lawes's immediate fore-runners in the monodic style, his
master Coprario, for instance, and the younger Alfonso Ferrabosco, were
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reckless in the matter of “spanning words with just note and accent,” an
art to which Lawes evidently paid great attention. His songs, again, though
many of them are of very slight importance, often the merest trifles, always
show some amount of “smooth Aire”; while in the longer declamatory
songs he undoubtedly tries to give just expression to the varying sentiments
suggested by the verses, and he is the first English writer who may be
said to attempt to put any dramatic feeling (however inadequately) into his
music. But his essays in this kind of music, such as Ariadne's Complaint,
which Milton singles out for praise, must generally fail to satisfy modern
hearers. For where the voice has assigned to it nothing but a primitive
kind of recitative, interest and movement will be looked for in the accom-
paniment, where, in Lawes's work, it is not to be found. Musical art in
Lawes’s day was not sufficiently advanced to make a long narrative, devised
on these lines, tolerable to modern ears. If critics expect to find among
his works big songs full of sustained musical interest, after the manner of
Purcell's great pieces of declamation, they will be disappointed. Lawes
indeed helped to prepare the way for Purcell, but there was a lapse of
some half a century between the two composers, and Music advanced far in
the interval.

Five of Lawes’s songs are given in the present volume. Of these, two
(How rLappy and Come lovely Phillis) were printed in the First Book of
Playford’s  Select Muficall Ayres and Dialogues, For one and two Voyces,
to fing to the Zlweorbo, Lute, or Bajjfe Violl,” 1652. The other three songs
are from Lawes' ““ Ayres and Dialogues, For One, Two, and Three Voyces,”
1653.  Desperato’s Banguet is one of the songs from Dr. Strode’s Masque,
“ The Floating Island,” which was performed at Oxford in 1636 before
Charles 1. and his Queen. It may be supposed that Lawes wrote all the
music for this Masque, for his setting of another of the songs from it
Once Venus cheeks, is to be found in the Third Book of ¢ Select Ayres
and Dialogues®” Desperato, it should be explained, is one of the characters
in the Masque. which has lately been reprinted by Mr. Dobell in his edition
of Strode’s Works, 1907. '

John DBlow (1648—1708) is one of the chief figures in English Church
music: he was moreover a prolific composer of other kinds of music; and

a Other songs from the Masque are in the British Museum, Add. MSS. 29396.
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he was Purcell’'s master. It is impossible to tell exactly what was the
musical relation between these two great composers, nor how they influenced
each other, until the complete works of both are accessible, with dates.
It seems likely, however, that Purcell's indebtedness to Blow has hardly
been sufficiently recognized. It is probable that Blow’s original mind was
able to lead the way in many directions where Purcell's greater genius
speedily surpassed the master. In comparison with what Purcell ac-
complished, Blow’s attempts seem immature and his methods uncertain :
but Purcell's finer work was none the less in many cases the fruit of
suggestions which originated with Blow.

The Fair Lover in this volume is taken from the *“ Amphion Anglicus,”
a collection . of Blow’s songs published in 1700. The other little song is
from the “Gentleman’s Journal” for September, 1692.

Henry Purcell (1658 or -9—1695) was the first in date of the three
great giants who summed up, each in his different way, the music of the
preceding century. That his place by the side of Handel and Bach is
not yet entirely secure in popular opinion is not due to inferiority of genius
in Purcell ; but simply to the fact that when he died, music had not quite
fully acquired what may be called the modern idiom; and so his manner
of expressing himself seems occasionally to be somewhat old-fashioned.
Again, the materials of his art were as yet not perfectly developed,
and the means at his command (it may be admitted) sometimes seem
inadequate to give just expression to his imagination. Purcell's music,
therefore, must always appeal to the student rather than to the general
public.

Historians have been fond of speculating as to what would have
happened to English music if Purcell had reached old age. One thing
is certain, that he would have left us many more master-pieces, for his
work was by no means finished, and his genius was still developing up to
the moment of his death. On the other hand, if he had lived, Handel
would never have come to make his home in England, and the Oratorios
would never have been written : so what we have lost in Purcell the world
has gained in Handel. But we must not assume that Purcell could ever
have founded a school in England (unless a circle of mimics is to be called
a school) any more than Handel could. When these great masters had
said their say, the last word had been spoken in Music, in that kind.
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Music could advance no farther along those particular lines, and it became
necessary to find a new opening, a by-way leading out of the old road
indeed, but leading into new and unexplored regions. It happened to be
in Germany that the genius made his appearance, who by chance or
inspiration found out a new path, along which (as it turned out) music was
going to make its advance. This was the younger Bach; and thence-
forward the history of music belongs mainly to Germany, where all the
conditions necessary for its development were to be found. Handel is not
to blame, as some historians seem to suppose, because music in England
becomes of little interest after his time, nor if Purcell had lived longer
could he have altered the course of events.

The two first songs given here are taken from the
Journal,” a monthly magazine, edited by Peter Motteux. Of these, Stript
of their Green, from the number for January, 1691-2, is thus introduced by
the Editor :—“ You have here the two new Songs which I promis'd to fend
you every Month. The firft is fet by Mr. Purcel/, to whom I muft own my
felf doubly oblig’'d, for he hath not onely made the Notes extremely fine,
but nicely adapted them to my words: I am not without hopes of having
the Honour to have it fung before her Majefty.” The song is also in the
1st Edition of the “Orpheus Britannicus,” 1698, wrongly marked as if it were
a song which had not before been printed. It is omitted in the 2nd Edition.
The other song, /f Music be the Food of Love, is taken from the June
number of the “ Gentleman’s Journal,” 1692. There is another quite different
setting of these words by Purcell in the *“Orpheus Britannicus.”

The song, Celia has a Thousand Charms, was sung in Gould’s Play,
“The Rival Sisters,” produced in 1695. [/ see she flies me was introduced
into Dryden’s “ Aureng-zebe” at a revival of the play perhaps in 1692 or
1694 (see Mr. Barclay Squires’ *“Purcell's Dramatic Music” in the Inter-
national Music Society’s Magazine, 1903-4). Both the latter songs are in all
the Editions of the “Orpheus Britannicus,” Book I.

(43

Gentleman’s

Richard Leveridge (c. 1670—1758) was in his day a well-known bass
singer. “1 remember (says Burney in 1789) his finging ‘Ghofts of every
occupation’ and feveral of Purcell's bafe fongs, occafionally, in a ftyle
which forty years ago feemed antediluvian; but as he generally was the
reprefentative of Pluto, Neptune, or fome ancient divinity, it correfponded
perfectly with his figure and character. He was not only a celebrated



v

finger of convivial fongs, but the writer and compofer of many that
were in great favour with fingers and hearers of a certain clafs, who
more pioufly performed the rites of Comus and Bacchus, than thofe of
Minerva and Apollo.” He published “A Collection of Songs, with the
Musick, by Mr. Leveridge. In Two Volumes,” 1727, whence this little
song 1s* taken.

William Boyce (1710—1779). So long as Handel was in occupation of
England, there was not much room for other composers, however meritorious
they might be. There were, nevertheless, a few Englishmen who found
employment in departments of music which Handel had not cared to annex,
especially as composers of Church Music, and as writers of English Operas,
and of songs for the Public Gardens. They were not, it is true, men of the
first rank, but neither were they (as is often supposed) mere hangers-on to
Handel; indeed, as far as one can judge, they derived their inspiration
less from Handel than from the contemporary Italian writers. Among
them, Boyce will probably be accounted, as a song writer, second only to
Arne. Boyce had not Arne’s easy spontaneity, but he displays more vigour
and more variety than can be found in Arne’s rather monotonous flow of
melody. If his tunes are never quite so good as Arne’s best, they are
never so insipid as his less good. Boyce’s collections of songs, and his
little Operas, “ The Chaplet” and “The Shepherds’ Lottery,” contain much
pretty and tuneful music, and so does his Serenata “ Solomon,” while his
Church Compositions, especially his larger Festival Anthems, are among
the most important contributions to music made by any Englishman of his
period.

The song of Momus from Dryden’s « Secular Masque ” (written apparently
for a revival in 1750) has a Violin part, and Venus' song has parts for two
Violins (or perhaps Flutes) which are incorporated in the accompaniment.
These two songs are taken from Book I. of ‘“Lyra Britannica,” a collection
of songs by Boyce. The spirited Bass song, Kaz/ no more (which has full
string accompaniment), is from the sth Book of the same Collection. The
Soprano song from ¢ The Shepherds’ Lottery” is scored for Strings and
Flutes.

Thomas Augustine Arne (1710—1778) was a most prolific song-writer :
indeed he wrote far too easily and far too much. Amongst the interminable
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quantity of his songs therc arec many which are without any value whatever,
but there are others which have always been recognized as genuine inspira-
tions: he was indeed the composer of some of the best and most popular
songs in the literature of English music.

O come, O come my dearest, sung by Mrs. Clive in “ The Fall of Phaeton,”
1736, and printed with the songs in “As you like it” in 1740, is'written
for voice and figured bass, with a Violin part; as is also 7o Delia, sung by
Miss Young at Ranelagh, printed in No. VII. of the Collection of Arne's
songs called “The Agreeable Musical Choice.”

Hail immortal Bacchus from * Judith” has an accompaniment for Strings,
and so has the Soprano sbng from “Alfred.” 7%e School of Anacreon is
the first of a set of “Six Cantatas for a Voice and Instruments:” it is
scored for two Horns as well as Strings.

Thomas Linley (1732-—1795) is probably most generally known as the
Bath music-master, whose daughter eloped with Sheridan. He wrote the
music for many pieces for the stage (including his son-in-law’s “Duenna”),
and was a graceful composer of songs and part-music. The three little songs
here printed are taken from his ‘““Twelve Ballads” published- in 1780.
They are written for voice and accompaniment of ““Cembalo Solo.”

With Linley a collection of this kind may fitly end. Both in the
sentiment of his songs and in the treatment of his accompaniments we
begin to perceive a change from the feeling and methods of his predecessors :
and the weak goose-step of his basses (which make a pretence of moving
but are really only marking time) warns us that we are now approaching
the 19th century and the Ara of the Piano-forte.

The Editor has occasionally added a few bars of introductory symphony
or ritornello, where it seemed desirable, and has in many cases transposed
the songs into a lower key than that in which they were originally printed.
The words also have been modernised in one or two of the earlier songs,
as also have the time-signatures throughout.
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ON LIBERTY.
HOW HAPPY THOU AND 1L

HENRY LAWES.
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DESPERATOS BANQUET.
(THE FLOATING ISLAND.

Words by DT WILLIAM STRODE.

HENRY LAWES.

1636
Slow.
wmf N I L
“)Y——= 2 24 - = y ) f '__i r —
- ) = — ;Lri ﬁrv  S— f 3 : t","_
Come hea - vy Souls, op - press-ed with theweight of
=+ } )
D) —/ g , gf — B
B A8 <+ & = >
. © @
/4 '<~; T f F q
I~
i érc:b | |
% ¢ by .
2 }’,‘ <X 7 ©r
= - cresc. .{: N
o) i  — y ) i y) j|' T I 1
i:b:ﬁﬁ —F ‘x""_} 2 i‘ ") I p - ; L'bﬂ
crimes  and pangs or want of your de-light; Come drown in Le-the’s
G- , % ;
1 |
2 — a ‘ o — T
#e fr #th il 23
cresc. S
e [T
~b— = £ = “ ?
f ' ]
D B e = >
+19—r' & i — A — —T - -
I (M)
sleep - y Lake =~ what-ev-er makes you ache; Drink healths from pois'n- ed
; ———— {
¢ — Tt r——s3
'6: 2 r 3 — r ' . t—‘
o N 3 | { .I’ T ‘ : =0 ;
h§ ) 1 i I 1 124
b7 — ‘ “ " T i
B & - o !




&
) P
D — 3 % o
v N 1”4 " IP LV 4& 4
bowls, breathe out your cares to-geth-er with your Souls;
4 i 1 i> - af T — j N
- Pr‘d——q" D ' I
t SuspESPE
o3> ; . " —o
i [T 1 .
- %’. “ JP 1 I )i [\]
[\ —— v ]
”.[/- cresc. f
% -
D e e e = e — s
i - F; ] ’ 1”4 } z I {
Cool Death’s a Salve that all may have; there’s no dis - tinc-tion  in the grave
¥ ! gf
1 i 1 {
g8 & - F ©
mf cresc. # S F #r
¥ - —t S -
P - = * ™ Z
1 ' | S
—_—
rax N p I T 7 #.9.
P 5w —F R =
" p— : —o
Lay down your loads be-fore Death’s I - ron door, Sigh,
H_ ‘ i =
(5> - 1 - i ‘ 3 = 7 12 nm—
— [#)
5 2 - —
p J‘ |
g = — ! u"
v o d 4%
ﬁ' . TN ]) ! n
D= 1 =7 e R
4 i N L4 I <.
and sigh  out, groan once and groan no more.
/) |
i — Tt : —— ;
ARV 4 ] o ; \ L
J = N I LA 7 i °
/ » ) 37
s L * a2 - i } - . — Fo
“—b 7 o 4 T ¥ :
. ,r =




CORIDON to his PHILLIS.
COME LOVELY PHILLIS.

HENRY LAWES.
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ANACREON’S ODE,

Englished by M JOHN BERKENHEAD.

CALL'D, THE LUTE.

HENRY LAWES.

1653
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NIGHT AND DAY, TO HIS MISTRESS.
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THE FAIR LOVER AND HIS BLACK MISTRESS.

Dr. BLOW.
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BOASTING FOPS.
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PETER MOTTEUX. Dr. BLOW,
1692
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STRIPT OF THEIR GREEN.,

HENRY PURCELL.
1692
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PETER MOTTEUX.
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IF MUSIC BE THE FOOD OF LOVE.

Words by
COL. HEVENINGHAM. HENRY PFRCELL.
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CELIA HAS A THOUSAND CHARMS.
(THE RIVAL SISTERS.)
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I SEE SHE FLIES ME.
(AURENG - ZERE.)
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THE SONG OF MOMUS TO MARS.
(FROM DRYDEN’S “SECULAR MASQUL")

Allegro assai.

DT BOYCE.
1750

v N /[

ot
——— .

12

i3 ;

NSRS

CES e Ee = 1 =
N b pi L — jL—‘ ii._i t ]
) S
—5 - = ¥ - —
D & - =LL' . | o T
d & » L _‘-
Thy Sword with-in the Scabbard keep,and
, N
i 1 N
1 > o— —1 7 D 1Y . %
& T >
e
é‘. .- P‘
st e e e e
i T ] . . % f $
n N g 1“ lh H——ﬁ—] IN 1
A i 1 W ) | | y ) P 'Y N N 1 p ]
1% ~ ‘; j fW‘A L ™~ TV T ~$
—
let Man-kind a-gree; let Mankind a - gree, let Man-kind a-gree;
/) 1 M~ " PR I == [
L 1 B f 1 1 — 1 h uadl 1 1 —
o —T— = i — e = =
— == =
—
1 F ~ N 1 Py
e =
o ————+ - ”
Bet -ter theWorld were fast a-sleepthan kept a - wake by Thee, than

& ol ]'_‘P—‘F it ]
i S =T ——
he 4 # 3 : y ¢
)—r ——— x 1? ; -
= — 4o




" h
T ; ===
—¥
o kept a - wake by Thee; bet - ter theWorld were fast a-sleep than
— 1 - L1
179
5 4 ’ T
o | e | ] | ] 4 4
g 484 7
1 " —
I | M—— F“ }E_ I ll
46 1 Py I“ N | i
i — — 3 > —— —%.
kept a - wake by Thee, bet - ter fast a-sleep than
4 e ; 1 = — = iﬁﬁf Y d]!\
i Tl [T T
Y 4 $
~)r 2 | e . >
/)
—s—x 3 =
v
kept a - wake by Thee.
e = W_t;@—% s
T { i
R Eans Raddt Dl
B 2
e " —
o b T H 1 1 P ? J— '
I g G
2 I 1. 2. .
v = - = T £ -
9 : = —o—}]
Thy The
1 1! EI 1 N " H—! r‘ - ];‘
3 '— -; . L ‘——"‘
CERRS ™ R i < < = 1
» o ] o | P# . 2 ;
< A 1 1
), rbf — e —a—¢




42
mf
A N A N
I T i ~  —— N ~ I ™
iy e e e B e e —
o 4 M # T i
Fools are on - ly thin - ner, with  all our Cost and Care, But
4 I . l. — i ] ! 4-]1 ] [— ] 1 T o
o W I _‘_j o J—iid——
f g rr Ty v
mf e
) —— B »
i P | o - — Re——— o »
74 T =i o =i
1 B r r __.I
— ﬁ—g — s 2 7
o——r—r === 5 £
nei - ther Side a Win - ner, For things are as they were,
4 7 . } - i o o
1Y =i
e R === ——
o — = ——r
cresc.
/) . L S
M—? ; E:\P » 3 - iﬁ s —" 5 n
, ———— : gt g —
J 4 o ' hd -
thingsare as they were, things are  as they were; The
/).  — = | P— p—
e F=— = * —
o 1 - i
cresc. — Va
> O »
» i F
- L - s R F
i SR > .
S e S S S S SE S E=S 2
Fools are on- ly thin- ner with all our Cost and Cars, But
— , ¥ m e —— v
v : EE —_— _
A ‘
o) t T h" i T {[\:
(55 = - + T = P e——




43

——
. ]
J

- |

1Y N
H 1Y ¥ ‘ F N 4
L j lF .I Vi 4 ii .i'.l: 1 PN
nei - ther Side a win - ner, For things are as they were,
4 [r— | | o N I ] J Tr=
‘ L i;L 1 1
@ o ru = o—]
— | J 2
5 = — £ -
= - r e
£ S
! ! 7 T y
G : === :
things. are as they were, things are as they were;

MNe

VA

senza rall.

Y

i E | Lh H_ﬁ P [“ N 1
i " — ¢ —
La L T ¥
v
Neitherside a win-ner, for thingsare asthey were.
—)9 h 1[\ p— __i e ——— ﬁ '# I Mi_{____hﬁ
o ’ ﬂfjf S —g— ‘ .
D
senza rall.
o .ﬂ. [ — 1 - J
7 F;::F [ —o— j j f
= T i_ti—J — T —— ]
< [
l1. RE '
o The
‘ _‘I ~ l ! ['Y] : __‘L ! ! i
)= T ! . rﬁ".
=" — - » - \
I I $



44

THE SONG OF VENUS.

(FROM DRYDEN’S “SECULAR MASQUEY)
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YE NYMPHS OF THE PLAIN.
(THE SHEPHERDS’ LOTTERY.)

Words by MOSES MENDES. DT BOYCE.
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O COME, O COME MY DEAREST.

(THE FALL OF PHAETON)
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HAIL IMMORTAL BACCHUS.

(JUDITH.)

Dr ARNE.
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ARISE SWEET MESSENGER OF MORN.

(ALFRED)
DI ARNE.
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THE SCHOOL OF ANACREON.
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DEAR TO MY SOUL IS DAMON'S LOVE.
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AH! DEAREST MAID.
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FALSE DELIA ADIEU.
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