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2 Flutes—2nd doubling on Piccolo

2 Oboes—2nd doubling on English Horn
2 Clarinets in B

2 Bassoons

2 Horns in F

2 Trumpets in C

Percussion (1 or 2 Players)

Strings

Triangle
Suspended Cymbal
Large Tam-Tam
Claves

Wood Block
Vibraphone

3 Tom-Toms
Bass Drum
Maraca
Flexatone
Ratchet

Instrumentation

Percussion

Mouth Siren (may be played by conductor or narrator)

Each cat depicted here has a “sound painting” effect in the orchestra. Old Tom remembers the Jellicle Ball
as a lopsided waltz (I1:1-8). The Dreamer’s flopping tail is an English Horn with plucked violins (II:3). The fat
cat who is missing a leg kalumphs around with a heavy 3-note pattern in the whole orchestra (III:5, 3 beats with
pickup). A tick-tock minimalist effect in the strings represents the indecision of the cat who can’t make up his
mind (IV:1-4). Harsh chords in the brass depict the pulls in the tangled hair of the Blue Blood (V:1-downbeat
of 2, with pickup). The excited cry of the hunter in Chasing Phantoms comes from the clarinet, and his quarry

answers in the bassoon (VI:15 beat 2—17).

The piece may also be performed as six movements without narration. Omit each of the sections titled
“[NARRATION]” and perform the movements starting on the following pages.

I. Old Tom
II. The Dreamer
III. Three Legs, No Tail

IV. He Who Hesitates Is Caught

V. Blue Blood
VI. Chasing Phantoms
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The Cat Menagerie

for orchestra with narration

R. G. PATTERSON (2009)
[NARRATION]|
Lazy, but with a waltzing lilt (J=120)
I am going to tell you about some cat friends of mine.
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One is very, very old. In his day, never a more elegant creature

tread upon a ballroom floor.
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But now he spends most days lying about contemplating

how unmannerly the younger generation is.
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I. Old Tom

“The Jellicle Ball is not what it was.”

120)

Lazy, but with a waltzing lilt (¢
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Slowly (J=66)

[NARRATION]

Have you ever watched a cat sleeping? Here is a cat that sleeps as soundly
as you or me, but if you speak to him his tail flops and shivers.
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I think that if he had a phone, “I’m off visiting cabbages and kings,
his voicemail would say, but my tail will take a message.”
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II. The Dreamer

“I'm off visiting cabbages and kings,

”»”

but my tail will take a message.
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[NARRATION]

With dignity and pomp (J=76)

“When you only have three legs, it is a far, far better
thing to stay in one place.”
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That is the motto of our next fellow, and I don't blame him. I am sorry to report that after a run-in with a fan belt he is
minus a leg and a tail. But a kind veterinarian stitched him up, and now he kalumphs around the house with the grand
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(He especially likes to kalumph to the food bowl.)
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III. Three Legs, No Tail

“When you only have three legs, it is
a far, far better thing to stay in one place.”

With dignity and pomp (J=76)
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Moderately fast, but stubbornly unhurried (4=96)

[NARRATION]

I love to pick up a warm fat cat, but they don't all love to be picked up.
I know a cat that can't decide. With him it is always, “To run, or not to

run,—hmmm...”
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IV. He Who Hesitates Is Caught
“To run, or not run,—hmm

=96)

Moderately fast, but stubbornly unhurried (o
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[NARRATION]

Some cats are so thoroughbred they look like toys. With fur so poufy and fine, no one could ever expect their little flat tongues to bathe it all.
They require humans with brushes and blowers. And if the humans ever fall behind, then comes that reproachful look that says, “Out of the
depths of hair I cry to you—Brush Me!”

V. Blue Blood

“Out of the depths of hair I cry to you—
Brush Me!”

Slowly and deliberately (¢=50)
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[NARRATION]

Briskly (J.=88) Downstairs, upstairs, out the window, across the
They're everywhere! o » o, Mmattress, under the bed, in the closet. None may
‘ o > ) 3
_A ~ &: :i: ::%i: — ©scape. ~
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-~ (narration not rushed— continues to approximately - - - - - - - - - - - -
Their low voices echo his piercing calls, and he chases every last one out.
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“It’s a tough job, but somebody has to do it!” he cries as

here) - - 1 he leaps away once again in hot pursuit.
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VI. Chasing Phantoms
“It’s a tough job, but somebody has to do it!”
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