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INSTRUMENTATION

Flutes 1 & 2 4 Horns in F

Piccolo/Alto Flute in G 3 Trumpets in C

Oboes 1 & 2 3 Trombones

English Horn Bass Tuba

Clarinets in B† 1 & 2 Percussion (minimum 4 players)

Clarinet in E†/Bass Clarinet in B† Celesta/Piano

Bassoons 1 & 2 Harp

Bassoon 3/Contrabassoon Strings

PERCUSSION

The following table shows each required percussion instrument with its abbreviation in the score and comments about
the instrument and/or its notation.

Instrument Abbreviation Comments

Timpani Timp.

Triangle Trgl.

Sizzle Cymbal Siz. Cym. Use a cymbal of medium pitch. It should be higher in pitch
than the suspended cymbal.

Suspended Cymbal Sus. Cym. Use a relatively low-pitched cymbal. It should be lower in
pitch than the sizzle cymbal.

Hi-hat Hi-hat The notation here is that suggested in the Handbook of
Instrumentation by Andrew Stiller, 1985, University of
California Press, Berkeley, pp. 227–9. Given two staff
lines, play notes on the bottom line fully closed, play notes
on the top line fully open, and play notes on the space be-
tween half-closed. Up stem notes are played with sticks or
brushes, as indicated. Down-stem notes are played by
pressing or releasing the pedal.

Beijing Opera Cymbals Beij. Cym. These are two-plate cymbals 6–8 inches in diameter. Their
bulging centers make them resemble metal hats. The player
should clatter them together rather than striking them to-
gether sideways to avoid clatter, as is correct for typical
crash cymbals.

Small Tam-tam S. Tam.
Medium Tam-tam M. Tam.
Large Tam-tam. L. Tam.



iv

Claves Clav.

Wood Block Wblk.

Glockenspiel Glock. Sounds two octaves higher than written.

Vibraphone Vib. Sounds as written.

Metal Tubes Tubes Sounds one octave higher than written. This is a homemade
instrument consisting of thin metal tubes arrayed in key-
board order. The vibraphone may be substituted for it, but
in this case the player must transpose the part up one octave
(where possible).

Xylophone Xyl. Sounds one octave higher than written.

Marimba Mar. Sounds as written.

Soprano Steel Drum Sop. St. Dr. Sounds as written. The part requires an instrument with a
fully chromatic compass from d1 to d3.

Tuned Glasses I & II Gls. I & II Glass I sounds two octaves higher than written. Glass II
sounds one octave higher than written. 15ma and 8va sym-
bols appear in the score as reminders of these
transpositions. The two sets of glasses should be placed an-
tiphonally.

Side Drum with snares S.D.

Field Drum with snares F.D.

Bass Drum B.D.

Tom-toms Toms Four drums of varying pitch.

Lion’s Roar L. Roar Ideally, this string drum should be the size of a large bass
drum.

Maraca Mar. In the case that only four percussionists are available, the
timpanist should play the maraca part. At bars 454 and 491,
the timpanist may omit the first few beats of the maraca
part while switching from timpani to maraca.

Güiro Güir.

Tambourine Tamb. This must be held and played with hands, not mounted or
played with sticks. If only four players are available, the
tambourine may be mounted and played with sticks in bars
522–6 of movement II. This facilitates the quick change of
instruments.

Finger Cymbals Fing. Cym.

Whip Whip

Vibraslap Vbslp.

Flexatone Flex. Where pitch is notated, it sounds one octave higher than
written. Since transposition for the flexatone is not stan-
dardized, an 8va symbol in parentheses is placed above the
pitch notation to clarify the transposition.

Squeak Toy Sq. Toy Any toy store has them. They always have inhale and ex-
hale squeaks, and the part takes this into account.



v

If there are only four percussionists, the following instrument assignments facilitate most passages. Occasionally it may
be necessary for players to change locations.

Player 1 Timpani, Tuned Glass I, Lion’s Roar, Maraca, Finger Cymbals, Squeak Toy

Player 2 Triangle, Sizzle Cymbal, Beijing Opera Cymbals, Wood Block, Claves, Vibraphone,
Metal Tubes, Xylophone, Tuned Glass II, Bass Drum, Güiro, Whip

Player 3 High-hat, Tam-tams, Marimba, Snare Drum, Tom-toms

Player 4 Suspended Cymbal, Glockenspiel, Soprano Steel Drum, Field Drum, Tambourine,
Vibraslap, Flexatone

Some exceptions to the above assignments are

Mvmt. I, 101–4 Percussion 3 plays Suspended Cymbal.

Mvmt. I, 163–88 Percussion 3 plays Triangle.

Mvmt. II, 70–71 Percussion 4 plays Wood Block.

Mvmt. II, 106–45 Percussion 4 plays both Snare Drum and Field Drum.

Mvmt. II, 305–13 Percussion 4 plays Bass Drum.

Mvmt. II, 314–32 Percussion 3 plays Triangle.

Mvmt. II, 426–9 Percussion 4 plays Triangle.

Mvmt. II, 507–16 Percussion 4 plays Tam-tams.

Mvmt. II, 522–6 Percussion 2 & 3 play Tambourine and Flexatone.

Mvmt. II, 537–51 Percussion 3 plays both Tam-tam and Bass Drum
Percussion 4 plays both Tom-toms and Field Drum

If necessary, the following alterations are permissible.

Mvmt. II, 454 & 491 Omit a few beats of the Maraca part to allow Percussion 1 time to switch from
Timpani to Maraca.

Mvmt. II, 526–7 Omit Xylophone and Marimba part.

Mvmt. II, 537–51 Substitute the low Tom-tom for the Field Drum.



One must not infer from the movement titles an elaborate program based on
Jabberwocky. This is true despite the bravura trumpet fanfare at bar 356 of
“Snicker-Snack!” that could represent the sally forth to discover the quarry,
and despite the concluding bars that might well be the ultimate death duel:
vorpal sword and courage arrayed against the slavering jaws of the Beast.
Rather than serving Lewis Carroll, The Double Edge subverts his imagery to
its own ends.

Time operates as a razor in our lives, constantly shaving away possibilities
from them. The razor is two-edged, because whether we languish in indeci-
sion and inaction or energetically pursue our chosen destinies, time’s blade
cuts away the possibilities with equal force and vigor. In Carroll’s terms,
whether the beamish boy stands in uffish thought by the Tumtum tree or
seeks far and wide the manxsome foe, one day he will surely face the flam-
ing eyes of the Jabberwock. Oddly, the original Tenniel illustration portrays
the monster wearing the waistcoat and spats of a Victorian gentleman, sug-
gesting that in every day of our lives we all must face the burbling brute.

Ultimately, regardless of who wins the battle, time is the victor. Whether the
hero slays the dragon or the dragon devours the hero, the fate of both is
sealed. Time’s blade has shaved away one of the two possibilities along with
all of its consequent possibilities. Time is the vorpal sword itself: difficult to
handle and dangerous to friend and foe alike. It is the means by which the
hero achieves his destiny for good or ill, and the quality of that destiny de-
pends in large part on the skill with which he wields it.

duration: ca. 23 minutes
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œ

π

motor on

°

L

œ

œ Ó

Œ ê

∏

3 players only
Lœn

»

˙

»

Œ ê

∏
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Lœn

»

˙

»

Œ ê

∏
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»

˙

»

Œ ê

∏

3 players only
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˙
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&

&

&
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Vln. I
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Ó

*
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»

Ó
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. .œ œ œ# œ#
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°
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œ

œ Œ
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∏
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»

œ
»

Ó ê

∏

Lœn

»

œ

»

Ó ê

∏
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»

œ

»

Ó ê

∏

lœ#

»

œ

»

ï
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-

œ
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-

œ œ
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-

œ

œ
-

.œ

ï
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»
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»
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»
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»
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π

tutti

˙n
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5
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5

œ œ
œ œ œ

Œ
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Œ Ó
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Œ Ó

œ
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Œ Ó
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ê

∏
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Œ
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Ó Œ
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Œ
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Œ Ó
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∏

w

w
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»

ï

ï

ï

w
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-
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ï

ï
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»

ï
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ï
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∏
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ï

Œ í

P
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ê

ï

w
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∏
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ï

ï

ï

ï
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3
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ï
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œb œb œ œ œ œ

œb
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ë
œb

œ
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w

w

»

w

ï
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>

.œb œ œ
œn œn
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w

w

w

»

w

ï

˙#

3

lœ

ê

œb

∏

œb

w

w

w

»

w

ë
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œb
-

œ

œb
-

.œ

.œb
-

œb

œ

w

w

w

w

»

w

∏

w

wn

w

w

w

»

w

œ lœ

ê Ó

œ
l
œ

ê Ó

œ

œ

lœ

œ

ê Ó
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» ê Ó
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ê Ó
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3

4
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Picc.

Trgl.

Cel.

Hp.

Fl.

Ob.

Cl. (B†)

Bsn.

Vln. I

Vln. II

4

4

Poco meno mosso (∞=72)

Poco meno mosso (∞=72)

44

ï

ï

ï

3

ê

F lamentoso

œn

œ

3

Lœ
œb œ

3
ê ê
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Lœ œ œ œ

ï

Œ Œ

∏

œ

»

p

œ
œ
œ

n
n

g
g
g
g
g
g
g
g
g
g
g
g
g
g
g

l.v.

œ
œ
œ

b
b

g
g
g
g
g
g
g
g
g
g
g
g
g
g
g

Œ

œ
œ
œ#

œ
œ

œ

n

#

n

Œ

p
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œ
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g
g
g
g
g
g
g
g
g
g
g
g
g
g
g
g
g

l.v.

œ
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g
g
g
g
g
g
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g
g
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g
g
g
g
g
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Œ

œ
œ
œ

n

#
n

E°
B°

œ
œ
œ

#
# Œ

π
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.˙

π

œ
œ

˙
˙

#
#

π
tutti

div. a3

œ
œ

˙
˙

n
n

π

.˙#

1.

Œ ê

π

Lœœ#n œœ

Œ ê

π

Lœn œ

Œ ê

π

Lœ# œ

3

ê

œn

œ œ

3œb
œ

œ

Œ
.œ Lœ

Œ ê

π

L

œ

œ

n

#

œ

œ
B

.˙

»

ï

ï

ï

ï

˙

L

œ

ê

˙
˙ L

œ
œ

ê

˙
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œ
œ ê

˙ lœ

ê

˙˙ Lœœ
ê

˙ Lœ
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˙ œ
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˙

˙ L

œ
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˙
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Œ
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Œ
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Œ
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œ
œ
œ

#
# Œ

π

.˙

π

œ
œ

˙
˙

#
#
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œ

˙
˙
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.˙#

Œ ê

π

œ
œ
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n
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ï

Œ ê

π
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Lœ#
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œ# œ œ œ
œ œ ˙

ï

ï

ï

ï

ï

ï

ï

.˙
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.

˙
˙

.

.

˙
˙

.˙

˙
˙
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π

.˙n

˙ œ#

3
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œ
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Lœ

œb

3

œ œn
œ

3

ê

œn

œ .œ Lœ

π

.˙#
˙ œn

∏

.˙

»

œ
œ
œ
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g
g
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g
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g
g
g
g
g
g
g
g
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œ
œ
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b
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g
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g
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g
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Œ

œ
œ
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œ

œ
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#
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Œ
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œ
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#
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Œ
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œ
œ
œ
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#
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œ
œ
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# Œ

L

œ

ê Œ Œ

L
œ
œ

ê Œ Œ

L
œ
œ ê Œ Œ

lœ

ê Œ Œ

˙˙ Lœœ
ê

˙ Lœ

ê

˙ Lœ

ê

œ
œb

œb
œ

œ
œb

œ
œ
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L
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˙

˙ L

œ

œ

ê

˙

»

Lœ ê
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ï

ï

ï

lœ#

˙ œn

ï

ï

ï

ï

ï

ï

ï

ï

ï

ï

ï

5

5

ï

ï

ï

˙# 3œ
œ

œ

ï

ï

ï

ï

ï

ï

ï

div. a3
one player per part

ê

p

L
œ
œ

˙
˙

&

ê

p

Lœ ˙b

div. a3
one player per part

ê

p

L
œ
œ

#
#

˙
˙

n
nB

ê

p

Lœ# ˙

ï

ï

ï

3

Lœn
-

œ# œ
3

œ
Lœ#

ï

ï

ï

ï

ï

ï

ï

œ
œ ê L

œ
œ

#
#

œ
œ

œ

ê
Lœ# œ

œ
œ ê L

œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
ê

Lœn œ

ï

ï

ï

3
œ

œn

œ#
3œn
œ

œb

œ#

ï

ï

ï

ï

ï

ï

ï

˙
˙ ê L

œ
œ

n

˙

ê
Lœ

˙
˙ ê L

œ
œ

˙
ê Lœ#

ï

ï

ï

œ œ ˙

ï

ï

ï

ï

ï

ï

ï

˙
˙ L

œ
œ ê

˙b Lœ

ê

˙
˙

b
b L

œ
œ ê

˙ Lœ ê

ï

ï

ï

˙ Lœ

ê

ï

ï

ï

ï

ï

Œ Œ ê

tutti

F lamentoso

L
œn
-

ï

ï

ï

ï

ï

1.

2.

3
ê

F

œ#

œ#

3

lœ
œn œ

3
ê ê

P

lœ# œ œ œ

P

œ ˙b

ï

P

œ ˙

P

œ
œ

b
n

˙
˙#

P

.˙n

°

(motor on)

P

œ
œ

n
n

.

.
œ
œ

b
b

°

œ
œ

#
#

.

.

œ
œ Œ

Œ ê

π

thumb roll
Lœ

»

œ

»

˙# œ œ#

tutti

p

.˙n

ï

ï

ï

ï

3
œ œ#

œ# ˙

lœ
ê Œ Œ

lœ
ê ê

P

lœ œb

ï

L
œ

ê ê

P

L

œ œ

L
œ
œ

ê ê

P

L
œ
œ

b
n

œ
œ#

Lœ
ê ê

P

Lœ œ

*

Œ ê

°

P

œ
œ

n
n

œ
œ

b
b

°

œ
œ

#
#

.

.

œ
œ

˙

»

Lœ ê

.˙#

l
œ

ê ê

l
œ œ

ï

ï

ï

ï

3

œ œ#
œ

3
œ

œ
œ

œ

Œ

3

lœ
œ# œ

˙ lœ
ê

ï

˙
L
œ

ê

˙
˙ L

œ
œ

ê

˙ Lœ
ê

Ó

*

Œ

ï

.œ œ# œ
- œ

-

˙
l
œ

ê

ï

ï

ï

ï

F

.œ Lœ

Œ

F

.œ

Lœ Œ

ï

ï

ï

ï

ï

ï

ï

˙
œ#

ï

ï

ï

ï

ï

&

&

&

&

B

?

&

&

 

 

&

&

&

B

?

E.H. (F)

Bcl. (B†)

Trgl.
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Bsn.

Hn. (F)

Vln. I
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61

ï

ï

ï

ï

ï

ï

ï

ï

ï

ï

.˙#
>

ï

ï

ï

ï

6

6

π

.

.

˙

˙

ï

ï

3

ê

F lamentoso

œ#

œ#

3

Lœn
œn œ

ï

ï

P

œ

œ

b

b

π

˙
˙n

P

open

œ

œ

n

n

π

˙
˙

b
b

ï

Œ Œ ê

π

(thumb roll)
Lœ

»

.˙

P

.˙
œb

π

˙

tutti 3
ê

F lamentoso

œ#

œ#

3

lœn
-

œn œ

P

tutti
div.

œ
œ

b
n

π

˙
˙

n
b

P

œn

π

˙b

˙

˙ L

œ

œ ê

ï

Œ ê

π

.

.

œ
œ

œ Lœ

ê

3

ê

F

œ#
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Œ ê

π

.

.
œ
œb

?

Œ ê

π

.œb

˙
˙ L

œ
œ

ê

˙
˙

lœ
œ

ê

Œ ê

∏

.œ

»

˙

»

Lœ ê

œ ˙

˙
˙

lœ
œ

ê

œ lœ
ê

3
ê

F

œ#

œ#

˙
˙ L

œ
œ ê

˙ Lœ ê

ï

ï

˙
˙ L

œ
œ

ê
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˙
˙ L

œ
œ

ê

˙ Lœ ê

ï

ï

˙

»

Lœ ê

ï

L
œ

ê Œ Œ

ï
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œ
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- œ

œ

ï

ï

ï
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ê

F
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œ

3
œ œ

œb œ
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˙

œ

ï

ï
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ï

ï

ï

ï

˙ œb

ï

ï
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.˙
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π

˙#

Œ
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ê

œ

œ œ

œ

ï

3

ê
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3

Lœ#
œ œ

œn

ï

ï

P

œ

œ

b

b

π

˙
˙n

P

œ

œ

n

n

π

˙
˙

b
b

ê

∏

Lœ

»

˙

»

Œ ê

π

(thumb roll)
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»

Œ

π

˙#
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P

œb

π

˙

3
ê
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œ#

3

œ
œ

œn

3

œ
œ

œ#
-

P

œ
œ

b
n
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˙
˙

n
b

P

œn

π

˙b

œ
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œ

œ ê Œ

œ

œ# œ# œ

ï

.˙#

ï

ï

œ
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œ
œ

ê Œ

œ
œ

lœ
œ
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œ

»

Lœ ê Œ

œ

»

Lœ ê Œ

œ œn
-

œ#

-

œ

œ lœ
ê Œ

˙ œ

œ
œ L

œ
œ ê Œ

œ Lœ ê Œ

ï
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ê

ï
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- .œb

-
œ

œn
-

ï

ï

ï

ï

ï

ï

˙
œb
- œ
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ï

Œ
.œb
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ï

ï

ï

Œ ê
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ï

í
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>
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ê

ï

ï

ï
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ï
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œ œ
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.œ œb œ
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Œ Œ
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Œ Œ
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œ# œ œ œ

6

œ
œ œ œb œb
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Z
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.
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˙

ï

.˙

.˙

ê

p

lœ ˙
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ï
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.˙
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œ

p

œ ˙

∏

lœ

ê Œ Œ

∏
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ê Œ Œ

ï

∏

Lœ ê Œ Œ

∏
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∏
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ê Œ Œ

∏
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∏
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ê Œ Œ
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∏
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ê Œ Œ
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˙
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Œ
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